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(5 7) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
apparatus and a method whereby printing 
in a normal nozzle state without clogging 
is made possible and, stable and high 
image-quality print samples can be 
obtained at all times by correctly 
detecting a failure generation point and 
displaying a warning to a user when a print 
nozzle clogs, and automatically performing 
maintenance to the nozzle clogging in 
some cases. 

SOLUTION: A test pattern is printed to 
check whether or not an ink nozzle of the 
ink jet printer correctly functions. Image 
data of the printed sample is read by an image-reading device 1. An 
image data image-processing part 1 3 detects a failure of the ink nozzle 
from the read result. When it is judged that there is a failing nozzle, a 
message is displayed to a user or a cleaning operation is automatically 
conducted. In the case where the test printing is not turned good even 
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after the cleaning operation, a message for replacing ink heads is 
output. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 This document has been translated by computer. So the translation 

may not reflect the original precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 

3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 


CLAIMS 
[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The image reader which reads a manuscript image by the 
reflected light of the light which irradiated the manuscript laid in the 
manuscript base, and is processed to image data, In the ink jet printer 
with an image reader which has the ink jet printer which breathes out ink 
from a print nozzle based on image data, and prints an image to a record 
medium Test printing of the 1 st storage region which memorizes the 
test image data for test printing, and said test image data is carried out 
with said ink jet printer. The 2nd storage region which matches with the 
print nozzle of this ink jet printer, or a nozzle group the test printing 
image data which read this test printing image with said image reader, 
and memorizes it, The ink jet printer with an image reader characterized 
by establishing a detection means to detect a defect print nozzle or a 
nozzle group, based on the test printing image data memorized in said 
2nd storage region. 

[Claim 2] The ink jet printer with an image reader according to claim 1 
characterized by having a cleaning means to clean the defect print 
nozzle or nozzle group detected with said detection means. 
[Claim 3] The image reader which reads a manuscript image by the 
reflected light of the light which irradiated the manuscript laid in the 
manuscript base, and is processed to image data, It is the print nozzle 
art of an ink jet printer with an image reader which has the ink jet printer 
which breathes out ink from a print nozzle based on image data, and 
prints an image to a record medium. The test printing process which 
prints a test pattern to a record medium with said ink jet printer, The 
test pattern reading process of processing the test pattern printed at 
said test printing process to read in and image data with said image 
reader, The storage process which matches the image data of a test 
pattern reading process with the print nozzle of said ink jet printer, or a 
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nozzle group, and memorizes it for a storage means, The print nozzle art 
of the ink jet printer with an image reader characterized by having the 
defect detection process of carrying out threshold processing of the 
image data memorized by the storage means, and detecting a defect 
print nozzle or a nozzle group. 

[Claim 4] The print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image reader 
according to claim 3 which carries out the description of performing a 
test printing process automatically based on a predetermined regulation. 
[Claim 5] The print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image reader 
according to claim 3 characterized by performing said test printing 
process and/ or a test pattern reading process two or more times before 
said defect detection process. 

[Claim 6] Said defect detection process is the print nozzle art of the ink 
jet printer with an image reader according to claim 3 characterized by 
changing a threshold according to the class of test pattern to print. 
[Claim 7] Said test printing process is the print nozzle art of the ink jet 
printer with an image reader according to claim 3 characterized by using 
it for printing or carrying out only to the print nozzle or nozzle group 
used for printing. 

[Claim 8] The print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image reader 
according to claim 3 characterized by having the cleaning process which 
cleans the defect print nozzle or nozzle group detected at said 
detection process. 

[Claim 9] The print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image reader 
according to claim 3 characterized by warning a user of exchange of a 
print nozzle or a nozzle group when said test printing process is 
performed and a blinding print nozzle or a nozzle group is again after 
said cleaning process. 


[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 This document has been translated by computer. So the translation 

may not reflect the original precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 

3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates the print nozzle function in 
an ink jet printer with an image reader to detection and a maintenance. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] In order to check the print nozzle of an ink 
jet print conventionally, the test pattern was printed, and it judged 
whether the poor nozzle would have generated the printing sample by 
viewing of a user. 

[0003] Moreover, the approach of reading a test pattern and detecting a 
non-injection nozzle by the photo sensor installed on ink jet printer 
carriage which is indicated by JP,10-258503,A, is learned. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, when a printing 
sample was judged visually, the difference by each user's subjectivity 
arose, and although nozzle blinding had occurred, there was a case 
where it was judged accidentally that it is good. 

[0005] Moreover, when based on a means which is indicated by JP,10- 
258503.A, in order to detect vaguely whether nozzle blinding has 
occurred (ON/OFF), when detected with (ON) which blinding has 
generated, all nozzles are cleaned, since cleaning was performed [ that 
is, ] for cleaning also about the unnecessary part, ink was exhausted 
vainly, and it had become a problem for being uneconomical. Moreover, 
the photo sensor which does not usually use, but is used only when a 
user senses the blinding of a print nozzle needed to be prepared anew, 
and it became very inefficient equipment, and was a striped thing. 
[0006] [ when this invention is made in order to cancel the 
aforementioned trouble, and the blinding of a print nozzle has occurred ] 
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A defect generating part is detected correctly, warning is displayed on a 
user, and nozzle blinding is automatically maintained depending on the 
case. By this Printing is made possible in the nozzle condition without 
blinding, and it aims at offering the equipment with which the always 
stabilized high definition print sample is obtained, and the art of the 
nozzle. 

[0007] Moreover, also the case of the ink head in which a gradation 
expression is possible, and in the case of the ink head which uses ink 
with low saturation, it aims also at enabling the check of a poor print 
nozzle to printing of 1 dot. . 

[0008] Moreover, it aims also at making it actuation completed by 
necessary minimum amount of ink and time amount in cleaning 
actuation. 

[0009] Moreover, when the nozzle which cannot be cleaned is poor, it 
aims also at offering the message of ink head exchange to a user. 
[0010] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] This invention has the next 
configuration in order to attain the above-mentioned purpose. The image 
reader which invention of claim 1 reads a manuscript image by the 
reflected light of the light which irradiated the manuscript laid in the 
manuscript base, and is processed to image data, In the ink jet printer 
with an image reader which has the ink jet printer which breathes out ink 
from a print nozzle based on image data, and prints an image to a record 
medium Test printing of the 1 st storage region which memorizes the 
test image data for test printing, and said test image data is carried out 
with said ink jet printer. The 2nd storage region which matches with the 
print nozzle of this ink jet printer, or a nozzle group the test printing 
image data which read this test printing image with said image reader, 
and memorizes it, It is the ink jet printer with an image reader 
characterized by establishing a detection means to detect a defect print 
nozzle or a nozzle group, based on the test printing image data 
memorized in said 2nd storage region. 

[0011] Invention of claim 2 is an ink jet printer with an image reader 
according to claim 1 characterized by having a cleaning means to clean 
the defect print nozzle or nozzle group detected with said detection 
means. 

[0012] The image reader which invention of claim 3 reads a manuscript 
image by the reflected light of the light which irradiated the manuscript 
laid in the manuscript base, and is processed to image data, It is the 
print nozzle art of an ink jet printer with an image reader which has the 
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ink jet printer which breathes out ink from a print nozzle based on image 
data, and prints an image to a record medium. The test printing process 
which prints a test pattern to a record medium with said ink jet printer, 
The test pattern reading process of processing the test pattern printed 
at said test printing process to read in and image data with said image 
reader, The storage process which matches the image data of a test 
pattern reading process with the print nozzle of said ink jet printer, or a 
nozzle group, and memorizes it for a storage means, It is the print nozzle 
art of the ink jet printer with an image reader characterized by having 
the defect detection process of carrying out threshold processing of the 
image data memorized by the storage means, and detecting a defect 
print nozzle or a nozzle group. 

[0013] It is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image 
reader according to claim 3 which carries out the description of 
invention of claim 4 performing a test printing process automatically 
based on a predetermined regulation. 

[0014] It is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image 
reader according to claim 3 characterized by invention of claim 5 
performing said test printing process and/or a test pattern reading 
process two or more times before said defect detection process. 
[0015] It is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image 
reader according to claim 3 characterized by invention of claim 6 
changing a threshold according to the class of test pattern to print, as 
for said defect detection process. 

[0016] Invention of claim 7 is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer 
with an image reader according to claim 3 characterized by using said 
test printing process for printing, or performing it only to the print nozzle 
or nozzle group used for printing. 

[0017] Invention of claim 8 is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer 
with an image reader according to claim 3 characterized by having the 
cleaning process which cleans the defect print nozzle or nozzle group 
detected at said detection process. 

[0018] Invention of claim 9 is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer 
with an image reader according to claim 3 characterized by warning a 
user of exchange of a print nozzle or a nozzle group, when said test 
printing process is performed and a defect print nozzle or a nozzle group 
is again after said cleaning process. 

[0019] According to invention of claim 1, based on the test image data 
for test printing memorized in the 1st storage region, test printing of the 
test image data is carried out with an ink jet printer. And it reads with 
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the image reader which put the test printing image side by side to the 
ink jet printer, and the test printing image data which it is as a result of 
[ the ] reading is matched with the print nozzle of an ink jet printer or 
nozzle group used for the test printing, and is memorized to the 2nd 
storage region. Therefore, a detection means can detect a defect print 
nozzle or nozzle groups, such as blinding, from the relation between the 
test printing image data memorized in the 2nd storage region, a 
corresponding print nozzle, or a nozzle group. Therefore, since the image 
reader which was put side by side to the ink jet printer and which is 
usually used for facsimile or a copy is used effectively, the defect of a 
print nozzle or a nozzle group is detected and a maintenance is possible 
based on it, it can do with an ink jet printer with an image reader always 
printable in the good condition. 

[0020] According to invention of claim 2, blinding can be avoided by 
cleaning by having a cleaning means to clean the defect print nozzle or 
nozzle group detected with the detection means in addition to the 
operation effectiveness of invention of claim 1 , case [ whose defect of a 
print nozzle or a nozzle group is / like blinding ]. 

[0021] According to invention'of claim 3, a test pattern is printed by the 
storage with an ink jet printer at a test printing process, and the printed 
test pattern is processed by image data through a test pattern reading 
process, and the image data is matched with the print nozzle of an ink 
jet printer, or a nozzle group, it memorizes for a storage means, and a 
defect print nozzle or a nozzle group is detected by carrying out 
threshold processing of the memorized image data at a defect detection 
process. Therefore, since the image reader used for the facsimile which 
it already has, or a copy is used, the defect of a print nozzle or a nozzle 
group is detectable with an easy means. 

[0022] According to invention of claim 4, in order to perform a test 
printing process automatically based on a predetermined regulation in 
addition to the operation effectiveness of invention of claim 3, defects, 
such as blinding of a print nozzle, can be detected appropriately and it 
becomes maintainable with a suitable stage in connection with it. 
Therefore, printing is always possible in the good condition. 
[0023] According to invention of claim 5, in addition to the operation 
effectiveness of invention of claim 3, exact test printing and test pattern 
reading become possible, and incorrect detection at a defect detection 
process can be reduced by improvement in the detection precision in a 
defect detection process by performing a test printing process and a 
test pattern reading process two or more times before a defect 
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K Since the : threshold in a defect detection process is changed 
[ according to invention of claim 6 ] according to the class of test 
patttm to print in addition to the operation effectiveness of invention of 
daTm™ a light color etc. can be correctly detected by, for example, 
changing a threshold to a test pattern with gradation nat ure and 
incorrect detection at a defect detection process can be reduced. 
r0025l Since a test printing process is performed [ according to 
Son of claim 7 ] to printing only to the print nozzle or nozzle group 
used for a use schedule or printing in addition to the operation 
effectiveness of invention of claim 3, it can cut down spending the 
amoun^f ink used at a test printing process, and the processing time 
beyond the need. Therefore, effective print nozzle processing is 

footi] According to invention of claim 8, by having established the 
deaning process which cleans the defect print nozzle or nozzle group 
detected at the detection process in addition to the °P^'° n 
effectiveness of invention of claim 3. a defect print nozzle s blinding, 
and a thing avoidable by performing washing etc. will be maintained 
automatically, and serves as a more user-friendly Inkjet printer with an 
image reader which is easy to use. 

Ool 7 ] When in addition to the operation effectiveness of invention 
claim 3 said test printing process is performed and a defect p ,nt nozzle 
or a nozzle group is still again after a cleaning process accorAng to 
invention of claim 9, since it warns a user of exchange of a print nozzle 
or a nozzle group, a user becomes exchangeable [ a print nozzle ] by 
suitable t ming Therefore, a user can always do printing in the good 
oond^on while being able to use ft, without being conscious of exchange 
of a print nozzle etc. 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, the operation gestalt of this 
nvention is explained to a detail with reference to a drawing The block 
diagram of the whole system of the ink jet pnnter A with scanner 
equipment of this invention for image reading ,s shown ,n drawm^ The 
fmage reader with which one in drawing^ is used for a scanner, a cop* 
ete and 2 A color-coordinate-system transform-processing system, In 
3 CPU and 4 RAM for image data, and 6 for Program RAM and 5 
Program ROM 7 a computer and 9 for a test pattern image data and B 
The **** Panel section, 10 - for a sensor and 13, as for a head control 
section and 15. the image-data image-processing sect.on and 14 are L a 
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display and 1 1 / feeding / delivery control section and 1 2 / the print 
head section and 16 ] nozzle cleaning equipment whenever 
[ greenhouse ]. 

[0029] It is equipment which copies with the scanner which is the image 
reader 1 , or scans the manuscript image of one line to capture at a time 
by CCD (Charge Coupled Device), changes into a digital signal according 
to image concentration, and carries out and outputs the shading 
processing which are sensibility dispersion for every pixel of an R(red)/G 
(Green)/B (blue) image data, and amendment of lighting unevenness. 
[0030] The color-coordinate-system transform-processing system 2 
performs processing for changing into the image data of C (cyanogen)/M 
(Magenta)/Y(yellow)/K (black) the R/G/B image data sent from a 
scanner 1, and sending to CPU3. 

[0031] It connects with a program RAM 4, RAM5 for image data, a 
program ROM 6, the test pattern image data ROM 7, the **** panel 9, a 
display 1 0, the control section 1 1 of feeding and conveyance, the 
temperature-and-humidity sensor 1 2, and the image-processing section 
13, and CPU3 operates according to the program stored in the program 
ROM 6. 

[0032] RAM 4 and 5 is used as a storage region of the working-level 
month of CPU3, and is used also for the information and the image data 
storage in various systems. The image data for performing program for 
each ROM 6 and 7 operating the program of operation and each system 
module of CPU3 and test pattern printing etc. has memorized the 
contents which must be held even if a power source is intercepted. 
[0033] The control-panel section 9 is a control unit which sends the 
information for the various inputs from a user to ****** and CPU3, and 
a display 10 is a display which displays and carries out the message of 
the condition of various systems to a user. Feeding / delivery control 
section 1 1 controls feeding and conveyance of print media to the 
information from CPU3. 

[0034] The image-data image-processing section 1 3 accumulates the 
image data sent from the image reader 1 (scanner) temporarily, and the 
image data is an alphabetic character image, a photograph, or the 
processor that, and performs filtering to the image or performs halftone 
processing etc., and it also has comparison processing of a nozzle test 
pattern for the temperature-and-humidity sensors 12 to be various 
sensors which act as the monitor of the operating environment of each 
part of ink jet printer with scanner equipment A, and performed. [ a 
processor ] [ distinguish ] 
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[0035] To be able to process the image data sent from the image-data 
image-processing section 1 3 in the print head section 1 5, it controls or 
the head control section 14 controls carriage 34 (refer to drawing 4 ). 
The print head section 1 5 is regurgitation equipment which prints the ink 
of each color to print media using the information from said head 
processing section 14. Nozzle cleaning equipment 16 cleans a defect 
nozzle, when the poor nozzle for printing which was prepared in the print 
head section 1 5 and which carries out the regurgitation of the ink 
occurs. 

[0036] Drawing 2 is the outline perspective view of the whole ink jet 
printer with scanner equipment A, and the outline configuration is 
carried out from the scanner section 1 which is an image reader, and the 
printer section 1 8 to print. The scanner section 1 has the manuscript 
covering 20 with which it is made for the exposure light from the lamp 
28 which pressed down and mentions later the manuscript base 1 9 and 
it which place a manuscript, and the reflected light not to leak, and 
explains it with reference to drawing 3 about the outline configuration in 
the scanner section 1 . 

[0037] Drawing 3 is the outline sectional view showing the optical 
system inside [ 1 7 ] a scanner in operation. If a manuscript 26 is set on 
the platen glass 25 which is transparent and colorless sheet glass and 
an image read order is made, the source lamp 28 of the illumination light 
arranged so that it may be located under the platen glass 25 and light 
may be irradiated towards platen glass 25 will light up, and the light by 
which this exposure light was ******(ed) and compared with the 
manuscript 26 will reflect the light of a certain wavelength according to 
the color drawn on the manuscript 26. Incidence of the light of this 
reflected wavelength is carried out to CCD33 through mirrors 29, 30, 
and 31 and the through lens 32. The light by which incidence was carried 
out to CCD33 is changed into an electrical signal according to the 
quantity of light. In reading of a color picture, at this time, it is changed 
into an electrical signal for every wavelength region of RGB. In addition, 
the standard white sheet 27 is a white sheet used in order to perform 
shading processing which performs amendment of sensibility dispersion 
for every pixel, and lighting unevenness before performing reading of a 
manuscript 26. 

[0038] Moreover, the printer section 1 8 shown in drawing 2 is equipped 
with the body of a printer, and the control panel 9 for a user to direct to 
the feed section 21 which carries out the set receipt of the print media, 
such as paper and an OHP form, the delivery unit 22 which discharges 
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said print media which printing ended, and the whole equipment A and a 
display 1 0. The detail inside the body of a printer is explained with 
reference to drawing 4 . 

[0039] Drawing 4 shows the internal outline configuration of the printer 
section 1 8 for printing with the perspective view in operation. The ink 
head 40 as the ink jet printer A itself indicated to be to drawing 5 , and 
the carriage 34 with which the ink tank 41 put the cartridge of ****** 
each color on one, The carriage shaft 35 for carriage 34 scanning and 
keeping a gap with print media P constant, Rota 36A which aligns with 
rotation of the carriage motor 36 for making the carriage 34 scan and 
the carriage motor 36, and rotates, and carriage ** RUTO 37 passed by 
anchoring at the ends through follower roller 36B, The outline 
configuration is carried out by the head cleaning section 39 which cleans 
the ink nozzle 42 of the ink head 40 prepared near the edge of the 
conveyance roller 38 which guides print media P, and the v carriage shaft 
35. 

[0040] While carriage 34 makes penetration engagement of the sliding of 
the carriage shaft 35 free in the lower part, the carriage belt 37 is being 
fixed to the top side. Therefore, if the carriage motor 36 rotates, the 
rotation is transmitted to the carriage belt 37, and while it aligns with it 
and carriage 34 is supported by the carriage shaft 35 and the carriage 
belt 37, it will reciprocate. And since the conveyance roller 38 which the 
location where carriage 34 reciprocates meets caudad, and guides print 
media P has been formed, while print media P will pass through between 
the conveyance roller 38 and carriage 34 and controls rotation of the 
conveyance roller 38 and the carriage motor 36 in accordance with a 
printing instruction, it becomes print media P printable [ a manuscript 
image ] by carrying out the regurgitation of the ink to the 40th page of 
an ink head from the ink nozzle 42 formed in the shape of an array. In 
addition, in order to perform more exact printing, the carriage motor 36 
grade is driven with the servo motor in which position control is possible. 

[0041] The outline of the printing process of the ink jet printer A in the 
above-mentioned configuration is explained. First, when Form P is laid in 
the feed section 21 connected with the printer section 18, a manuscript 
26 is placed on the printing demand based on the image information from 
a computer etc., or platen glass 25 and the copy carbon button on the 
control-panel section 9 is pushed by the user. Form P is conveyed from 
the feed section 21, and the printer section 18 is reached. 
[0042] The printer section 18 scans the ink carriage 34 supported by 
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the ink carriage shaft 35, and image information is printed on Form P by 
carrying out the regurgitation of the ink from the required ink head 40 in 
connection with it corresponding to image information. At this time, a 
form stops and conveyance of the form P with which the ink carriage 34 
is equivalent to two or more parts for the ink nozzle which the ink head 
40 has when the scan of one line (one direction) is completed is made. 
Thus, the image information in ink is written in on Form P by the above- 
mentioned processing continuing and carrying it out in the printer 
section 18, corresponding to image information. The recorded form P is 
discharged by the tray which is a delivery unit 22, and a user is provided 
with it as a printing object. 

[0043] the detailed hole which drawing 6 shows the perspective view of 
the ink head 40 of an ink jet printer A, was usually equipped with each 
head of black ink (K), cyanogen ink (C), Magenta ink (M), and yellow ink 
(Y), and ZURA and arranged the phase shift on each head — the ink 
nozzle [ be / it ] 42 is given. In this operation gestalt, the cyanogen head 
CH which makes 1 block what shifted the nozzle location of three pieces 
which constitutes each line, carries out n block juxtaposition formation 
and makes n line three trains a unit, the Magenta head MH, and the 
yellow head YH are arranged to parallel in this sequence. Moreover, it 
adjoined in the direction of a train of said three heads CH, MH, and YH, 
and the black head KH of the same configuration as what doubled these 
three heads CH, MH, and YH is formed. In addition, with this operation 
gestalt, although n line three trains explained the array of a head, it is 
not limited to this. Moreover, one diameter of a nozzle of each of said 
ink nozzle 42 consists of dozens of micrometers, and is made with the 
micro-machining technique. 

[0044] The enlarged drawing of said ink head 40 is shown in drawing .! . 
This ink nozzle 42 is a part which affects image quality most on image 
formation, and when blinding, such as ink to an ink nozzle 42 and dust, 
etc. occurs, it will cause image quality degradation instantly. It roughly 
divides into the regurgitation approach of the ink from this ink nozzle 42 
now, and those with two kind and its regurgitation principle are shown in 
drawing 8 . As the 1 , there is a piezo method which makes the ink of the 
ink room 44 breathe out according to deformation of the piezo-electric 
element 43 of drawing 8 (a), and the BAPURU jet method or thermal 
method which makes the ink in the ink room (nozzle) 46 breathe out with 
the air bubbles which generate a ceramic heater 45 with heat in 
preparation for the inside of the nozzle of drawing 8 (b) as 2. 
[0045] Moreover, there is a technique of ink as an important element of 
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an ink jet printer. Ink influenced hard dependability and has contributed 
it to the printing quality which is the last output greatly. Ink consists of 
many chemicals, such as an additive for adjusting the color which is a 
coloring agent, the wetting agent which prevents **** of the solid 
content deposit in ink, or ink, PH, and ink physical properties, and a 
penetrating agent. _ 
[0046] Next, the test printing mode whether the ink nozzle 42 of the ink 
jet printer A with scanner equipment which gave [ above-mentioned ] 
explanation is functioning correctly, and for diagnosing is explained, 
referring to drawing 1 and the flow chart of 9. The image data of the test 
pattern with which it is remembered to ROM7 that CPU3 goes into test 
printing mode is loaded, and it transmits to the image-processing 
section 13 (S1, S2). The image data by which the image data of the test 
pattern with which the image-processing section 13 which received data 
was transmitted has been sent to delivery and the head control section 
14 to the head control section 14 is sent to the print head section 15, 
and the test pattern is printed by Form P (S3), (test pattern printing 
sample) 

[0047] An example of the above-mentioned test pattern printing sample 
is shown in dra wing 10 . One dot of test patterns of this operation 
gestalt is hammered out at a time on discharge space in all nozzles to 
ink in order from the nozzle of the 1 st each of the head CH for 
cyanogen, the head MH for Magentas, the head YH for yellow, and the 
head KH for blacks, and as shown in drawing 10 , as for each color 
sample, pattern printing is carried out to a slash condition. It detects the 
ink nozzle 42 of what position is carrying out blinding by reading the test 
pattern broken-line part of the shape of this straight line. 
[0048] Next, the above-mentioned test pattern printout sample is read 
with the scanner which is the image reader 1 (S4). The resolution of 
reading of this scanner is the same as the resolution of an ink nozzle 42, 
or to be more than it is desired. It is because printed 1 dot can read at 
least one half, but it may be unable to **** in a scanner side as 1 pixel 
or 2dot may carry out an incorrect judging to detection of the blinding of 
the nozzle of reading as 1 pixel, when it reads with the scanner of 
resolution lower than an ink nozzle 42. 

[0049] Next, the image data of the test printing pattern read with the 
scanner 1 is changed into the data of cyanogen, a Magenta, yellow, and 
black by the color-coordinate-system conversion system 2, and is 
inputted into the image-data image-processing section 13 through 
CPU3. Here, as a result of having compared the recognition result and 
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threshold for every pixel, judging that a poor nozzle is nothing when it is 
as a result of [ than a threshold / larger ] recognition, and carrying out 
threshold processing similarly about all pixels, when there is no poor 
nozzle, nozzle test printing mode is ended (S5, 6, 7, 8 and 10). However, 
when at least 1 pixel of pixels smaller than a threshold is in a 
comparison result, it detects with a poor nozzle, and CPU3 displays 
nozzle cleaning directions on a display 10 (S9, 10). 
[0050] Drawing 1 1 is what looked through the conditions which shift to 
the test printing mode which gave [ above-mentioned ] explanation with 
the block diagram, and shows an example of a control panel 9 and a 
display 10 to drawing 1 2 . When the power source 72 of Equipment A 
turns on (S20), it sets up so that it may go into the test printing mode 
(S33) of an ink nozzle 42 by the program beforehand memorized to 
ROM6. Although nozzle blinding may occur while being left by Equipment 
A by this over a long period of time, always stabilized high definition 
printing is enabled at the time of use. Moreover, when the power source 
72 of Equipment A is turned off conversely (S21), you may set up so 
that it may go into the test printing mode (S33) of an ink nozzle 42 by 
the program beforehand memorized to ROM6. Even if it is left by this by 
the next use over a long period of time, generating of nozzle blinding is 
prevented beforehand and always stabilized high definition printing is 
attained. 

[0051] Moreover, when it acts as the monitor of the neglect time 
amount and it is left by the timer which it had in CPU3 of Equipment A 
and which is not illustrated beyond fixed time amount (S22), it is set up 
so that it may go into the test printing mode (S33) of a nozzle 42 by the 
program feared the account of **. Although it is not used what a user 
looks at Equipment A and is using it frequently, and over a long period of 
time, distinction is very difficult, but when the relation between a neglect 
period and nozzle blinding generating is known experientially, even if it is 
the case where it is left by memorizing the period beforehand over a 
long period of time, high definition printing which measures were taken 
to nozzle blinding and was always stabilized is attained. 
[0052] Moreover, when the value more than [ through the print number- 
of-sheets counter which it had in CPU3 of Equipment A and which is 
not illustrated ] fixed is reached (S23), it is set up so that it may go into 
nozzle test printing mode (S33). By the increment in the count of 
printing, since the probability of getting ink ** and dust blocked in a 
nozzle is high, always stabilized high definition printing is attained under 
supervising with a print number-of-sheets counter. Since it was the 
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same, when the value more than [ through the print time amount timer 
which it had in CPU3 of Equipment A and which is not illustrated ] fixed 
is reached (S24), it is set up so that it may go into the test printing 
mode (S33) of a nozzle. High definition printing which measures were 
taken to the nozzle blinding by the increment in the count of printing by 
this, and was always stabilized is attained. 

[0053] Moreover, since the probability of getting ink ** and dust blocked 
in a nozzle 42 at a nozzle is high when the printing value more than 
[ through the dot printing counter which was formed in CPU3 and which 
is not illustrated ] fixed is reached (S25), it is set up so that it may go 
into test printing mode (S33) automatically. Measures are taken to the 
nozzle blinding by the increment in the count of printing by this, and 
always stabilized high definition printing is attained. Moreover, when the 
printing time amount more than [ which has minded similarly the dot 
printing timer which it had in CPU3, and which is not illustrated ] fixed is 
reached (S26), it is set up so that it may go into the test printing mode 
(S33) of a nozzle, and high definition printing which measures were taken 
to the nozzle blinding by increase of the count of printing, and was 
always stabilized is attained. 

[0054] Moreover, when the print directions instruction from the control 
unit 9 or computer 8 of Equipment A is issued (S27), before performing 
the print, it is set up so that it may go into the test printing mode (S33) 
of an ink nozzle 42. Measures are taken to nozzle blinding to the nozzle 
blinding by long-term neglect before printing actuation by this, and 
always stabilized high definition printing is attained. 
[0055] Moreover, when the high-definition printing medium is chosen in 
form selection of a control unit 9 or the print directions instruction from 
a computer 8 (S28), before performing the print, it can set up so that it 
may go into the test printing mode (S33) of a nozzle. This reduces 
useless use of an expensive printing medium to the nozzle blinding by 
long-term neglect, and always stabilized high definition printing is 
attained. 

[0056] Moreover, when the print termination instruction from the printer 
section 18 of Equipment A is issued (S29), it can set up so that it may 
go into the test printing mode (S33) of a nozzle 42. High definition 
printing which the cure against nozzle blinding by the paper powder by 
the time of printing etc. of was attained by this, and was always 
stabilized is possible. 

[0057] moreover, the form which the print termination instruction was 
taken out from the printer section 18 of Equipment A, and was then 
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used — a regular paper — or when the printing medium below [ its ] 
equivalent is chosen (S30), after performing the print it can set up so 
that it may go into the test printing mode (S33) of a nozzle. This 
prevents the futility and blinding of the expensive ink head 42 to the 
nozzle blinding by the paper powder by the time of printing etc., and 
always stabilized high definition printing is attained. 
[0058] Moreover, through the temperature-and-humidity sensor 12 of 
Equipment A, when the environmental variation of monitor Perilla 
frutescens (L.) Britton var. crispa (Thunb.) Decne. is large (S31), change 
of the installation environment of Equipment A is set up so that it may 
go into test printing mode (S33). High definition printing which prevented 
the useless blinding of the expensive ink head 42 to the nozzle blinding 
by desiccation etc. by this, and was always stabilized is possible. 
[0059] Moreover, when a user wants through the selection carbon ^ 
button 74 in the test pattern printing mode which it had on the control 
unit 9 of Equipment A (S32), it sets up so that it may go into test 
printing mode (S33). By this, usual is a special time of a different user 
using it, image degradation by peach blinding is prevented, and always 
stabilized high definition printing is attained. 

[0060] Moreover, cleaning of the ink head 42 can be chosen by pushing 
the cleaning mode carbon button 73 on a control unit 9. 
[0061] Next, if test printing mode (S33) is set up under said explained 
nozzle test print condition (S20-S32), according to directions of the 
program memorized by the program ROM 6, the test pattern MEJI data 
which loaded the test pattern image data and were loaded to the printer 
18 section will carry out printing activation of CPU3. 1 pixel of ink is 
breathed out at a time in order in monochrome from eye ink nozzle 
watch of the head CH for cyanogen, the head MH for Magentas, the 
head YH for yellow, and the head BH for blacks, and this test pattern 
turns into a test pattern. 

[0062] Drawing 13 shows the experimental result for the count of 
printing of a test pattern using the predetermined ink nozzle 42 without 
a defect about the printing condition of the test pattern at the time of 
[ instead of 1 time ] carrying out multiple-times activation. In drawing 
13 , it is the graph which made the axis of abscissa the printing number 
of sheets of a test pattern, and made the axis of ordinate the rate of a 
poor nozzle judging result correct answer. As this graph showed, in the 
case where they are the case where the count of printing activation of a 
test pattern (number of sheets) is 1 time, and multiple times, it turned 
out that the direction the rate of a correct answer printed correctly 
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carried out [ the direction ] multiple-times printing is good. 
[0063] Next, from the test pattern printed according to the above- 
mentioned conditions, the detection means of the blinding part of an ink 
nozzle 42 is explained. With this operation gestalt, the pixel into which 
read in and the pixel which should be read essentially are not read in the 
test pattern printed by using the image reader (scanner) 1 effectively is 
detected, and a defect nozzle part is pinpointed. 

[0064] A test pattern sample is specifically first set on the platen glass 
25 which is transparent and colorless sheet glass, light is irradiated with 
a lamp 28 at a manuscript, and incidence of the reflected light of 
wavelength according to the color drawn on the manuscript is carried 
out to CCD33 through each mirrors 29, 30, and 31 and the through lens 
32. The light which carried out incidence to CCD33 is changed into an 
electrical signal according to the quantity of light, and, in reading of a 
color picture, is changed into the electrical signal for every wavelength 
region of RGB at this time. Each image data of this R/G/B performs 
shading processing for the illuminant cloth property of the each 
dispersion of CCD and the source lamp of the illumination light which 
were put in order by main scanning direction 1 train to make it amend, 
and changes it into the signal of cyanogen / MAZENDA / yellow / black 
from the signal of R/G/B by processing of the next color-coordinate- 
system conversion. When the resolution at this time uses the scanner of 
300dpi, the 1 -pixel diameter of dot is about 80-85 micrometers, and it 
consists of 40-45 micrometers at the time of 600dpi. Here, when the 
resolution of the nozzle 42 which performed test pattern printing is the 
same as the resolution by the side of a scanner 1 at 300dpi, it does not 
have a problem, but when different, resolution transform processing 
must be performed so that it may become the same resolution. 
[0065] Moreover, since dispersion produces the reading data of this 
input system somewhat including the error of a processor, selection of a 
count of reading of a check printing pattern is enabled, and the result of 
having conducted the reading precision experiment to the count of 
reading is shown in drawing 14 . At drawing 14 , it reads on an axis of 
abscissa, the rate of a nozzle blinding condition decision result correct 
answer is shown on the count and the axis of ordinate, and it turned out 
that the direction which read the rate of a correct answer which judged 
the blinding condition of a nozzle correctly two or more times is good by 
the case where they are the case where the count of reading of a 
printing pattern is 1 time, and multiple times. Therefore, in order to read 
and to raise precision with this operation gestalt, reading processing of 
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multiple times is performed. 

[0066] Next, it explains, referring to drawing 1 , the flow chart of 1 5, and 
drawing 16 about the detection approach of nozzle blinding. As for the 
ink head 40 used with this operation gestalt, the number of nozzles is 
[ cyanogen, a Magenta, and the yellow of the resolution of a nozzle ] 
300dpi using the thing of 99 nozzles, respectively. 
[0067] If there is an instruction in nozzle printing mode based on the 
conditions first described above (S40) A test pattern is printed (41 S 
42), the sample is read by the image reader (scanner) 1 (S43), and the 
image data outputted from the image reader (scanner) 1 is set in the 
image-processing system 2. Color-coordinate-system transform 
processing is performed (S44), and resolution conversion is carried out 
so that it may become the resolution same next as a printing nozzle 
(S45). Since the scanner 1 also used the thing of 300dpi this time, 
resolution conversion was unnecessary. 

[0068] Next, it matches with a nozzle, and inputs into the image-data 
box (memory) IB as shown in drawing 16 (a) for which the input value of 
the image datas from the 1 st to the Nth was prepared by the image- 
processing section 1 3 through a detection means (S46) to detect the 
dot start location of the 1st nozzle which is not illustrated in order 
(S47), and a certain fixed threshold and fixed comparative judgment are 
performed for that inputted each image data (48 S 49). The image-data 
box IB is in the condition which shows in drawing 16 (a) according to an 
initial state, and is changed into each data of drawing 1 6 (b) by the input 
(S50) of the image data of a step (S47), and the existence data of 
blinding further shown in drawing 1 6 (c) through predetermined threshold 
processing of a step (S51) are created. And if it is detected that the 
defect has occurred based on the image-data box IB of drawing 1 6 (c) in 
the 2nd of a yellow nozzle, the 3rd, and the 9th 98th [ the ] of a 
Magenta nozzle, the warning message of a poor nozzle will be displayed 
on a display 10, and the correspondence of cleaning, exchange, etc. of a 
user will be attained based on the warning (53 S 54). 
[0069] by drawing 1 6 , although the measurement result about the case 
of binary printing data was shown, the detection approach of the nozzle 
blinding come out and using the nozzle in which the multiple-value 
gradation printing is possible which the thing which can print a light color 
also has with the gradation nature of a multiple value is explained to the 
class of ink head. In starting, as shown in drawing 1 7 and ** (a) of 18, 
1 9, and 20 as a test printing pattern, it prepares the image-data box IB 
which inputs memory data gradually beforehand to compensate for 
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change of gradation nature. And drawing 1 7 and the data shown in ** (b) 
of 18, 19, and 20 are obtained, and the result of having printed and read 
the test printing pattern carries out threshold processing of said data 
with the threshold according to each phase further, obtains the ** (c) 
result of drawing 1 7 , and 18, 19 and 20, and makes a nozzle blinding 
condition judgment. In addition, the threshold according to each phase in 
this operation gestalt was set to 214, 150, 96, and 32 to drawing 1 7 , and 
18, 19 and 20 at sequence. By this processing, decision of the blinding 
condition of a nozzle becomes possible appropriately also at a light test 
printing sample with gradation nature. 

[0070] Moreover, also according to the class of ink to be used, since it 
is possible, it attaches in that case and printing with gradation nature is 
explained. The case where ink and photograph ink with the gradation 
nature instead of usual ink are used is explained with reference to 
drawing 21 . As shown in drawing 21 (a) before an image-data input, the 
test pattern which has carried out memory was the same as the case 
where said ordinary ink is used, but although the result of having read 
the test printing sample was max as printing gradation expression 
capacity of a nozzle as an image data, it turned out that the almost 
same value as the time ( drawing 1 9 ) of the printing gradation 
expression capacity when using ordinary ink as shown in drawing 21 (b) 
being one half is shown. Therefore, when saturation of ink is low, it 
becomes possible by changing a threshold according to the condition 
corresponding to the photograph ink, and carrying out a comparative 
judgment to detect a blinding condition correctly also about ink heads, 
such as photograph ink of a light color. 

[0071] Although the case where always breathed out ink from all nozzles 
and a defect nozzle was detected was explained by the detection 
approach of the blinding of said explained nozzle 42, in order to detect 
blinding more efficiently and effectively, how to detect by fewer nozzles 
is explained. If a laser beam printer is the nozzle, for example, 
monochrome printing, used for printing as the 1 st means, blinding will be 
beforehand detected for the nozzle head 40 which will use the head KH 
for black for next printing like the head CH for cyanogen, the head MH 
for Magentas, and the head YH for yellow if it is color printing again. A 
detail is explained referring to the flow chart of drawing 22 . 
[0072] first, if a print instruction is sent from CPU3, the ink head (all 
nozzles, black, and a color — a photograph color nozzle) then used will 
choose — having (S61-S64) — the class (2 gradation, multiple-value 
gradation) of printing gradation nature is chosen (S65-S67). And 
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according to the class of the selected ink head 40 and printing gradation 
nature, the nozzle check of a nozzle 42 which performs blinding 
detection is performed (S68-S87). Thus, reduction of ink required for 
test pattern printing, the processing times, etc. can be performed by 
detecting blinding beforehand only to the ink head 40 and ink nozzle 42 
which are used behind, and it enables a maintenance to carry out about 
nozzle blinding efficiently. 

[0073] Efficient processing is attained even if the 2nd means carries out 
blinding detection to said the 1 st means and reverse ex post only to the 
nozzle used for printing. In this case, the flag field which shows the use 
hysteresis of a nozzle to which memory is prepared, the flag 
corresponding to the nozzle head 40 used by the last printing is 
searched, and a blinding check is performed only about the used head 40 
corresponding to that searched flag, or a nozzle 42. For example, when 
the last printing is printing of only black ink, blinding detection will be 
performed only to the head KH for black. Therefore, also in this case, 
the settled processing time can also be shortened by ink consumption of 
the need minimum. 

[0074] As for the nozzle 42 with which clogging was detected by the 
blinding detection means which gave [ above-mentioned ] explanation, 
cleaning of a clogging part is performed by the nozzle head-cleaning 
device 16 (KURININNGU mode). In addition, the shift to KURININNGU 
mode can be performed by being two kinds with the case where it is 
based on the case where it is based on a user instruction, and automatic 
setting. When are based on a user instruction, and a clogging nozzle is 
detected, based on the test printing output of nozzle blinding, on a 
display 10 (refer to drawing 1 2 ), it warns a user by the display of a 
nozzle cleaning instruction, and enters at nozzle cleaning actuation of 
the ink head 40 through the cleaning mode carbon button 73 on the 
control-panel section 9 by activation hope of a user of cleaning 
actuation. On the other hand, in shifting to KURININNGU mode in 
automatic setting, if a clogging nozzle is detected, it will clean the ink 
head 40 in the head cleaning section 39 of the nozzle head-cleaning 
device 1 6, without waiting for an instruction of a user. 
[0075] Cleaning actuation of the ink head section 40 is shown in drawing 
23 . Usually, although the carriage 34 after a printing halt is outside from 
the form width of face W1 in the home position P1 on the overrun (run- 
up section) field W2, or the location of P2, when nozzle cleaning 
actuation is chosen, it is made to **** carriage 34 in the head cleaning 
section 39 of the nozzle head-cleaning device 16, and cleans the ink 
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head 40. After cleaning termination returns to the usual home position 1 
or 2 again. 

[0076] Moreover, cleaning actuation of the above-mentioned ink head 40 
is explained, referring to the flow chart shown in drawing 24 about a 
means to clean more effectively, although the ink head 40 whole surface 
is cleaned. Since it is exactly detectable per a nozzle block or nozzle 
from the image-data box IB which a blinding nozzle indicates above- 
mentioned gave explanation to ** (c) of 21 from a service condition or 
drawing 16 (S90-98), efficient cleaning actuation is realizable by cleaning 
only a corresponding ink head (S99-101). 

[0077] Next, the schematic diagram of the head cleaning section 39 is 
explained with reference to drawing 4 and 25. For example, since the ink 
heads 40 to be cleaned are a Magenta and yellow when the result of a 
nozzle check is the image-data box IB of drawing 16 (c), the cleaner 
putt 100 which washes a nozzle operates only the part corresponding to 
a Magenta and yellow, and cleans a nozzle 42. Thereby, the amount of 
ink beyond the need and business time amount of cleaning actuation are 
made few at cleaning actuation. In addition, when based on a user 
instruction, the message of cleaning termination is performed to a 
display 1 0 with termination of cleaning. 

[0078] In the case of drawing 25 , the unit of the ink nozzle 42 to clean 
was shown per each color ink head, but it carries out more desirably per 
the predetermined block which constitutes each color nozzle, for 
example, one line, (three nozzles). The schematic diagram of the head 
cleaning section 39 which cleans only an ink nozzle block to be cleaned 
[ this ] is shown in drawing 26 . For example, in cleaning based on the 
image-data box IB result of drawing 1 6 (c), the required ink heads 40 of 
cleaning are the 3rd block of a Magenta head, the 33rd block, and the 
1st block of a yellow head, and then, the cleaner putt 101 operates only 
the 3rd of a Magenta head, the 33rd block, and the 1st block of a yellow 
head, and cleans a nozzle 42. By this cleaning actuation, the amount of 
ink beyond the need and business time amount of cleaning actuation are 
made few. 

[0079] Furthermore, an ink nozzle 42 is desirably cleaned in each nozzle 
unit, and the schematic diagram of the head cleaning section 39 is 
shown in drawing 27 . For example, in as a result of drawing 1 6 (c), ink 
heads to be cleaned are the 9th of the Magenta head MH, the 98th, the 
2nd of the yellow head YH, and the 3rd, and only the part corresponding 
to the 9th of the Magenta head of the cleaner putt 102, the 98th, the 
2nd of a yellow head, and the 3rd operates, and they clean a nozzle 42. 
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By this cleaning actuation, the amount of ink beyond the need and 
business time amount of cleaning actuation can be lessened more. 
[0080] By the above-mentioned explanation, when it was judged that 
there is a poor nozzle, the case where it warned a user of a message 
was explained to the display 10, but you may set up so that cleaning 
actuation may be started automatically, as described above. In starting 
cleaning actuation automatically, test pattern printing for the second 
time is performed after cleaning termination of a nozzle, a nozzle check 
is again performed from the printing data, and it becomes possible 
effectively to carry out by blinding still repeating cleaning of a blinding 
nozzle or a nozzle group automatically further in a certain case. And 
even if it repeats cleaning of a nozzle 42 two or more times and 
performs it. when blinding is not canceled, since suitable printing cannot 
be performed, the exchange message of the ink head 40 is displayed on 
a user, by warning of it being at the exchange stage of the ink head 40, 
it becomes exchangeable [ the ink head 40 ] to suitable timing, and 
always good printing is secured. The flow chart of the process which 
warns drawing 28 of exchange of the above-mentioned ink head 40 is 
shown. In addition, it is the process as the so-called above mentioned 
test pattern printing process and the blinding test check process of a 
nozzle that test printing mode (S1 10) to the warning message display 
(S120) to a display is the same, and explanation is omitted. 
[0081] First, the detection process of a poor reading nozzle is performed 
(S110-S117). In CPU3, the count N which the poor nozzle generated is 
counted at the same time it displays the warning message to a display 
10 (119 S 120), when a nozzle fault is detected (S121). And if the count 
N of continuation which the poor nozzle generated is less than 3 times, 
it shifts to the cleaning mode (S122) of the ink head 40, and the ink head 
40 will be cleaned and it will shift to test printing mode (S1 10) again 
after cleaning termination. On the other hand, when the count N of 
continuation which the poor nozzle generated becomes 3 times, it is 
judged as the unrestorable abnormalities by the bad debt of the ink in 
the heater section which is not illustrated etc., the message of exchange 
of the ink head 40 is displayed to a user (S124), and the nozzle 
diagnostic mode is ended (S123). In this case, the message which tells 
abnormalities (ink head exchange) is displayed on a display 10 through 
CPU3 

[0082] As mentioned above, when blinding is not canceled as a multiple- 
times line in nozzle cleaning, by warning a user of it being the exchange 
stage of the ink head 40, exchange of the ink head 40 is made to 
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suitable timing, and always good printing is secured. In addition, to 
perform from test printing mode (S110) to nozzle cleaning mode (S122) 
automatically, it is necessary to form the equipment which draws the 
test pattern printing sample sent to the delivery unit 22 on the 
manuscript base 19. 
[0083] 

[Effect of the Invention] It becomes possible by diagnosing the nozzle 
function of an ink jet printer with an image reader according to this 
invention, and maintaining a print nozzle, if a fault is detected to supply 
the quality image always stabilized as an image finally outputted on print 
media as explained above. 

[0084] Since it becomes possible to perform an image judging 
mechanically by using effectively and reading the image reader (scanner) 
which put side by side the **** test pattern by this invention in order to 
already perform a scanner and a copy, it is not necessary to attach a 
reader anew for a diagnosis of a nozzle function. Moreover, printing 
decision of the test pattern by subjectivity is lost, an accurate result 
can be obtained and error decision is lost. 

[0085] Moreover, since cleaning actuation is automatically started when 
there are time amount compaction forjudging and a poor nozzle, since a 
poor nozzle is judged automatically, troublesome actuation is lost. 
[0086] When the blinding of a printer nozzle has occurred, since a poor 
nozzle generating part is investigated from a decision result and a 
printer nozzle is cleaned in necessary minimum cleaning actuation, the 
amount of ink required for cleaning and the business time amount of 
cleaning actuation can be reduced. 

[0087] Moreover, printing of a light color etc. can also detect a defect 
nozzle appropriately by detecting by changing a threshold according to 
the class of test pattern printed at a detection process. 


[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation 
may not reflect the original precisely. 

2. **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 


TECHNICAL FIELD 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates the print nozzle function in 
an ink jet printer with an image reader to detection and a maintenance. 


[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 This document has been translated by computer. So the translation 

may not reflect the original precisely. 

2**** shows the word which can not be translated. 

3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 


PRIOR ART 


viewing of a user. oattern and detecting a 

[0003] Moreover, the approach of reading a test ^ a « e ™ a 
non-iniection nozzle by the photo sensor installed on ink jet printer 
carnlTwhich is indicated by JP.10-258503.A. ,s learned. 


[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

"I.This document has been translated by computer. So the translation 

may not reflect the original precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 

3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 


EFFECT OF THE INVENTION 

[Effect of the Invention] It becomes possible by diagnosing the nozzle 
function of an ink jet printer with an image reader according to this 
invention, and maintaining a print nozzle, if a fault is detected to supply 
the quality image always stabilized as an image finally outputted on print 
media as explained above. 

[0084] Since it becomes possible to perform an image judging 
mechanically by using effectively and reading the image reader (scanner) 
which put side by side the **** test pattern by this invention in order to 
already perform a scanner and a copy, it is not necessary to attach a 
reader anew for a diagnosis of a nozzle function. Moreover, printing 
decision of the test pattern by subjectivity is lost, an accurate result 
can be obtained and error decision is lost. 

[0085] Moreover, since cleaning actuation is automatically started when 
there are time amount compaction forjudging and a poor nozzle, since a 
poor nozzle is judged automatically, troublesome actuation is lost. 
[0086] When the blinding of a printer nozzle has occurred, since a poor 
nozzle generating part is investigated from a decision result and a 
printer nozzle is cleaned in necessary minimum cleaning actuation, the 
amount of ink required for cleaning and the business time amount of 
cleaning actuation can be reduced. 

[0087] Moreover, printing of a light color etc. can also detect a defect 
nozzle appropriately by detecting by changing a threshold according to 
the class of test pattern printed at a detection process. 


[Translation done.] 


http://vmw4.ipdl.ncipi.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi.ejje 


2004/10/04 


1/2 $/ 


* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation 
may not reflect the original precisely. 

2. **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 


TECHNICAL PROBLEM 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, when a printing 
sample was judged visually, the difference by each user s subjectivity 
arose, and although nozzle blinding had occurred, there was a case 
where it was judged accidentally that it is good. p10 _ 
[0005] Moreover, when based on a means which is indicated by JP,1U 
258503.A, in order to detect vaguely whether nozzle blinding has 
occurred (ON/QFF), when detected with (ON) which blinding has 
generated, all nozzles are cleaned, since cleaning was performed L that 
is, ] for cleaning also about the unnecessary part, ink was exhausted 
vainly, and it had become a problem for being uneconomical Moreover, 
the photo sensor which does not usually use, but is used only when a 
user senses the blinding of a print nozzle needed to be prepared anew, 
and it became very inefficient equipment, and was a striped thing 
[0006] This invention is made in order to cancel the ^"™f^?" ed 
trouble The purpose is offering the equipment with which the high 
definition print sample which detected the defect generating part 
correctly displayed warning on the user when the blinding of a print 
nozzle had occurred, maintained nozzle blinding automatically depending 
on the case, made printing possible in the nozzle condition^ without 
blinding by this, and was always stabilized is obtained, and the art of the 

[00 Z 07 e ] Moreover, also the case of the ink head in which a gradation 
expression is possible, and in the case of the ink head which uses ink 
with low saturation, it aims also at enabling the check of a poor print 
nozzle to printing of 1dot. . 

[0008] Moreover, it aims also at making it actuation completed by 
necessary minimum amount of ink and time amount in cleaning 
actuation. 
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[0009] Moreover, when the nozzle which cannot be cleaned is poor, it 
aims also at offering the message of ink head exchange to a user. 


[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

"IThis document has been translated by computer. So the translation 

may not reflect the original precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 

3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 


MEANS 

[Means for Solving the Problem] This invention has the next 
configuration in order to attain the above-mentioned purpose. The image 
reader which invention of claim 1 reads a manuscript image by the 
reflected light of the light which irradiated the manuscript laid in the 
manuscript base, and is processed to image data, In the ink jet printer 
with an image reader which has the ink jet printer which breathes out ink 
from a print nozzle based on image data, and prints an image to a record 
medium Test printing of the 1 st storage region which memorizes the 
test image data for test printing, and said test image data is carried out 
with said ink jet printer. The 2nd storage region which matches with the 
print nozzle of this ink jet printer, or a nozzle group the test printing 
image data which read this test printing image with said image reader, 
and memorizes it, It is the ink jet printer with an image reader 
characterized by establishing a detection means to detect a defect print 
nozzle or a nozzle group, based on the test printing image data 
memorized in said 2nd storage region. 

[001 1] Invention of claim 2 is an ink jet printer with an image reader 
according to claim 1 characterized by having a cleaning means to clean 
the defect print nozzle or nozzle group detected with said detection 
means. 

[0012] The image reader which invention of claim 3 reads a manuscript 
image by the reflected light of the light which irradiated the manuscript 
laid in the manuscript base, and is processed to image data, It is the 
print nozzle art of an ink jet printer with an image reader which has the 
ink jet printer which breathes out ink from a print nozzle based on image 
data, and prints an image to a record medium. The test printing process 
which prints a test pattern to a record medium with said ink jet printer, 
The test pattern reading process of processing the test pattern printed 
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at said test printing process to read in and image data with said image 
reader, The storage process which matches the image data of a test 
pattern reading process with the print nozzle of said ink jet printer, or a 
nozzle group, and memorizes it for a storage means, It is the print nozzle 
art of the ink jet printer with an image reader characterized by having 
the defect detection process of carrying out threshold processing of the 
image data memorized by the storage means, and detecting a defect 
print nozzle or a nozzle group. 

[0013] It is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image 
reader according to claim 3 which carries out the description of 
1 invention of claim 4 performing a test printing process automatically 
based on a predetermined regulation. 

[0014] It is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image 
reader according to claim 3 characterized by invention of claim 5 
performing said test printing process and/or a test pattern reading 
process two or more times before said defect detection process. 
[0015] It is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer with an image 
reader according to claim 3 characterized by invention of claim 6 
changing a threshold according to the class of test pattern to print, as 
for said defect detection process. 

[0016] Invention of claim 7 is the print nozzle art of the ink jet. printer 
with an image reader according to claim 3 characterized by using said 
test printing process for printing, or performing it only to the print nozzle 
or nozzle group used for printing. 

[0017] Invention of claim 8 is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer 
with an image reader according to claim 3 characterized by having the 
cleaning process which cleans the defect print nozzle or nozzle group 
detected at said detection process. 

[0018] Invention of claim 9 is the print nozzle art of the ink jet printer 
with an image reader according to claim 3 characterized by warning a 
user of exchange of a print nozzle or a nozzle group, when said test 
printing process is performed and a defect print nozzle or a nozzle group 
is again after said cleaning process. 

[0019] According to invention of claim 1, based on the test image data 
for test printing memorized in the 1 st storage region, test printing of the 
test image data is carried out with an ink jet printer. And it reads with 
the image reader which put the test printing image side by side to the 
ink jet printer, and the test printing image data which it is as a result of 
[ the ] reading is matched with the print nozzle of an ink jet printer or 
nozzle group used for the test printing, and is memorized to the 2nd 
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storage region. Therefore, a detection means can detect a defect print 
nozzle or nozzle groups, such as blinding, from the relation between the 
test printing image data memorized in the 2nd storage region, a 
corresponding print nozzle, or a nozzle group. Therefore, since the image 
reader which was put side by side to the ink jet printer and which is 
usually used for facsimile or a copy is used effectively, the defect of a 
print nozzle or a nozzle group is detected and a maintenance is possible 
based on it, it can do with an ink jet printer with an image reader always 
printable in the good condition. 

[0020] According to invention of claim 2, blinding can be avoided by 
cleaning by having a cleaning means to clean the defect print nozzle or 
nozzle group detected with the detection means in addition to the 
operation effectiveness of invention of claim 1 , case [ whose defect of a 
print nozzle or a nozzle group is / like blinding ]. 

[0021] According to invention of claim 3, a test pattern is printed by the 
storage with an ink jet printer at a test printing process, and the printed 
test pattern is processed by image data through a test pattern reading 
process, and the image data is matched with the print nozzle of an ink 
jet printer, or a nozzle group, it memorizes for a storage means, and a 
defect print nozzle or a nozzle group is detected by carrying out 
threshold processing of the memorized image data at a defect detection 
process. Therefore, since the image reader used for the facsimile which 
it already has, or a copy is used, the defect of a print nozzle or a nozzle 
group is detectable with an easy means. 

[0022] According to invention of claim 4, in order to perform a test 
printing process automatically based on a predetermined regulation in 
addition to the operation effectiveness of invention of claim 3, defects, 
such as blinding of a print nozzle, can be detected appropriately and it 
becomes maintainable with a suitable stage in connection with it. 
Therefore, printing is always possible in the good condition. 
[0023] According to invention of claim 5, in addition to the operation 
effectiveness of invention of claim 3, exact test printing and test pattern 
reading become possible, and incorrect detection at a defect detection 
process can be reduced by improvement in the detection precision in a 
defect detection process by performing a test printing process and a 
test pattern reading process two or more times before a defect 
detection process. 

[0024] Since the threshold in a defect detection process is changed 
[ according to invention of claim 6 ] according to the class of test 
pattern to print in addition to the operation effectiveness of invention of 
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claim 3, a light color etc. can be correctly detected by, for example, 
changing a threshold to a test pattern with gradation nature, and 
incorrect detection at a defect detection process can be reduced. 
[0025] Since a test printing process is performed [ according to 
invention of claim 7 ] to printing only to the print nozzle or nozzle group 
used for a use schedule or printing in addition to the. operation 
effectiveness of invention of claim 3, it can cut down spending the 
amount of ink used at a test printing process, and the processing time 
beyond the need. Therefore, effective print nozzle processing is 
attained. 

[0026] According to invention of claim 8, by having established the 
cleaning process which cleans the defect print nozzle or nozzle group 
detected at the detection process in addition to the operation 
effectiveness of invention of claim 3, a defect print nozzle is blinding, 
and a thing avoidable by performing washing etc. will be maintained 
automatically, and serves as a more user-friendly ink jet printer with an 
image reader which is easy to use. 

[0027] When in addition to the operation effectiveness of invention of 
claim 3 said test printing process is performed and a defect print nozzle 
or a nozzle group is still again after a cleaning process according to 
invention of claim 9, since it warns a user of exchange of a print nozzle 
or a nozzle group, a user becomes exchangeable [ a print nozzle ] by 
suitable timing. Therefore, a user can always do printing in the good 
condition while being able to use it, without being conscious of exchange 
of a print nozzle etc. 
[0028] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, the operation gestalt of this 
invention is explained to a detail with reference to a drawing. The block 
diagram of the whole system of the ink jet printer A with scanner 
equipment of this invention for image reading is shown in drawing 1 . The 
image reader with which one in drawing 1 is used for a scanner, a copy, 
etc., and 2 A color-coordinate-system transform-processing system, In 
3, CPU and 4 RAM for image data, and 6 for Program RAM and 5 
Program ROM 7 a computer and 9 for a test pattern image data and 8 
The **** panel section, 10 — for a sensor and 13, as for a head control 
section and 15, the image-data image-processing section and 14 are [ a 
display and 11 / feeding / delivery control section and 12 / the print 
head section and 16] nozzle cleaning equipment whenever 
[ greenhouse ]. 

[0029] It is equipment which copies with the scanner which is the image 
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reader 1, or scans the manuscript image of one line to capture at a time 
by CCD (Charge Coupled Device), changes into a digital signal according 
to image concentration, and carries out and outputs the shading 
processing which are sensibility dispersion for every pixel of an R(red)/G 
(Green)/B (blue) image data, and amendment of lighting unevenness. 
[0030] The color-coordinate-system transform-processing system 2 
performs processing for changing into the image data of C (cyanogen)/M 
(Magenta)/Y(yellow)/K (black) the R/G/B image data sent from a 
scanner 1, and sending to CPU3. 

[0031] It connects with a program RAM 4, RAM5 for image data, a 
program ROM 6, the test pattern image data ROM 7, the **** panel 9, a 
display 10, the control section 11 of feeding and conveyance, the 
temperature-and-humidity sensor 1 2, and the image-processing section 
1 3, and CPU3 operates according to the program stored in the program 
ROM 6. 

[0032] RAM 4 and 5 is used as a storage region of the working-level 
month of CPU3, and is used also for the information and the image data 
storage in various systems. The image data for performing program for 
each ROM 6 and 7 operating the program of operation and each system 
module of CPU3 and test pattern printing etc. has memorized the 
contents which must be held even if a power source is intercepted. 
[0033] The control-panel section 9 is a control unit which sends the 
information for the various inputs from a user to ****** and CPU3, and 
a display 10 is a display which displays and carries out the message of 
the condition of various systems to a user. Feeding / delivery control 
section 1 1 controls feeding and conveyance of print media to the 
information from CPU3. 

[0034] The image-data image-processing section 1 3 accumulates the 
image data sent from the image reader 1 (scanner) temporarily, and the 
image data is an alphabetic character image, a photograph, or the 
processor that, and performs filtering to the image or performs halftone 
processing etc., and it also has comparison processing of a nozzle test 
pattern for the temperature-and-humidity sensors 1 2 to be various 
sensors which act as the monitor of the operating environment of each 
part of ink jet printer with scanner equipment A, and performed. [ a 
processor ] [ distinguish ] 

[0035] To be able to process the image data sent from the image-data 
image-processing section 1 3 in the print head section 1 5, it controls or 
the head control section 14 controls carriage 34 (refer to drawing 4 ). 
The print head section 1 5 is regurgitation equipment which prints the ink 
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of each color to print media using the information from said head 
processing section 14. Nozzle cleaning equipment 16 cleans a defect 
nozzle, when the poor nozzle for printing which was prepared in the print 
head section 1 5 and which carries out the regurgitation of the ink 
occurs. 

[0036] Drawing 2 is the outline perspective view of the whole ink jet 
printer with scanner equipment A, and the outline configuration is 
carried out from the scanner section 1 which is an image reader, and the 
printer section 1 8 to print. The scanner section 1 has the manuscript 
covering 20 with which it is made for the exposure light from the lamp 
28 which pressed down and mentions later the manuscript base 19 and 
it which place a manuscript, and the reflected light not to leak, and 
explains it with reference to drawing 3 about the outline configuration in 
the scanner section 1 . 

[0037] Drawing 3 is the outline sectional view showing the optical 
system inside [ 1 7 ] a scanner in operation. If a manuscript 26 is set on 
the platen glass 25 which is transparent and colorless sheet glass and 
an image read order is made, the source lamp 28 of the illumination light 
arranged so that it may be located under the platen glass 25 and light 
may be irradiated towards platen glass 25 will light up, and the light by 
which this exposure light was ******(ed) and compared with the 
manuscript 26 will reflect the light of a certain wavelength according to 
the color drawn on the manuscript 26. Incidence of the light of this 
reflected wavelength is carried out to CCD33 through mirrors 29, 30, 
and 31 and the through lens 32. The light by which incidence was carried 
out to CCD33 is changed into an electrical signal according to the 
quantity of light. In reading of a color picture, at this time, it is changed 
into an electrical signal for every wavelength region of RGB. In addition, 
the standard white sheet 27 is a white sheet used in order to perform 
shading processing which performs amendment of sensibility dispersion 
for every pixel, and lighting unevenness before performing reading of a 
manuscript 26. 

[0038] Moreover, the printer section 1 8 shown in drawing 2 is equipped 
with the body of a printer, and the control panel 9 for a user to direct to 
the feed section 21 which carries out the set receipt of the print media, 
such as paper and an OHP form, the delivery unit 22 which discharges 
said print media which printing ended, and the whole equipment A and a 
display 10. The detail inside the body of a printer is explained with 
reference to drawing 4 . 

[0039] Drawing 4 shows the internal outline configuration of the printer 
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section 1 8 for printing with the perspective view in operation. The ink 
head 40 as the ink jet printer A itself indicated to be to drawing 5 , and 
the carriage 34 with which the ink tank 41 put the cartridge of ****** 
each color on one, The carriage shaft 35 for carriage 34 scanning and 
keeping a gap with print media P constant, Rota 36A which aligns with 
rotation of the carriage motor 36 for making the carriage 34 scan and 
the carriage motor 36, and rotates, and carriage ** RUTO 37 passed by 
anchoring at the ends through follower roller 36B, The outline 
configuration is carried out by the head cleaning section 39 which cleans 
the ink nozzle 42 of the ink head 40 prepared near the edge of the 
conveyance roller 38 which guides print media P, and the carriage shaft 
35. 

[0040] While carriage 34 makes penetration engagement of the sliding of 
the carriage shaft 35 free in the lower part, the carriage belt 37 is being 
fixed to the top side. Therefore, if the carriage motor 36 rotates, the 
rotation is transmitted to the carriage belt 37, and while it aligns with it 
and carriage 34 is supported by the carriage shaft 35 and the carriage 
belt 37, it will reciprocate. And since the conveyance roller 38 which the 
location where carriage 34 reciprocates meets caudad, and guides print 
media P has been formed, while print media P will pass through between 
the conveyance roller 38 and carriage 34 and controls rotation of the 
conveyance roller 38 and the carriage motor 36 in accordance with a 
printing instruction, it becomes print media P printable [ a manuscript 
image ] by carrying out the regurgitation of the ink to the 40th page of 
an ink head from the ink nozzle 42 formed in the shape of an array. In 
addition, in order to perform more exact printing, the carriage motor 36 
grade is driven with the servo motor in which position control is possible. 

[0041] The outline of the printing process of the ink jet printer A in the 
above-mentioned configuration is explained. First, when Form P is laid in 
the feed section 21 connected with the printer section 18, a manuscript 
26 is placed on the printing demand based on the image information from 
a computer etc., or platen glass 25 and the copy carbon button on the 
control-panel section 9 is pushed by the user, Form P is conveyed from 
the feed section 21, and the printer section 18 is reached. 
[0042] The printer section 18 scans the ink carriage 34 supported by 
the ink carriage shaft 35, and image information is printed on Form P by 
carrying out the regurgitation of the ink from the required ink head 40 in 
connection with it corresponding to image information. At this time, a 
form stops and conveyance of the form P with which the ink carriage 34 
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is equivalent to two or more parts for the ink nozzle which the ink head 
40 has when the scan of one line (one direction) is completed is made. 
Thus, the image information in ink is written in on Form P by the above- 
mentioned processing continuing and carrying it out in the printer 
section 1 8, corresponding to image information. The recorded form P is 
discharged by the tray which is a delivery unit 22, and a user is provided 
with it as a printing object. 

[0043] the detailed hole which drawing 6 shows the perspective view of 
the ink head 40 of an ink jet printer A, was usually equipped with each 
head of black ink (K), cyanogen ink (C), Magenta ink (M), and yellow ink 
(Y), and ZURA and arranged the phase shift on each head — the ink 
nozzle [ be / it ] 42 is given. In this operation gestalt, the cyanogen head 
CH which makes 1 block what shifted the nozzle location of three pieces 
which constitutes each line, carries out n block juxtaposition formation 
and makes n line three trains a unit, the Magenta head MH, and the 
yellow head YH are arranged to parallel in this sequence. Moreover, it 
adjoined in the direction of a train of said three heads CH, MH, and YH, 
and the black head KH of the same configuration as what doubled these 
three heads CH, MH, and YH is formed. In addition, with this operation 
gestalt, although n line three trains explained the array of a head, it is 
not limited to this. Moreover, one diameter of a nozzle of each of said 
ink nozzle 42 consists of dozens of micrometers, and is made with the 
micro-machining technique. 

[0044] The enlarged drawing of said ink head 40 is shown in drawing 7 . 
This ink nozzle 42 is a part which affects image quality most on image 
formation, and when blinding, such as ink to an ink nozzle 42 and dust, 
etc. occurs, it will cause image quality degradation instantly. It roughly 
divides into the regurgitation approach of the ink from this ink nozzle 42 
now, and those with two kind and its regurgitation principle are shown in 
drawing 8 . As the 1 , there is a piezo method which makes the ink of the 
ink room 44 breathe out according to deformation of the piezo-electric 
element 43 of draw ing 8 (a), and the BAPURU jet method or thermal 
method which makes the ink in the ink room (nozzle) 46 breathe out with 
the air bubbles which generate a ceramic heater 45 with heat in 
preparation for the inside of the nozzle of drawing 8 (b) as 2. 
[0045] Moreover, there is a technique of ink as an important element of 
an ink jet printer. Ink influenced hard dependability and has contributed 
it to the printing quality which is the last output greatly. Ink consists of 
many chemicals, such as an additive for adjusting the color which is a 
coloring agent, the wetting agent which prevents **** of the solid 
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content deposit in ink, or ink, PH, and ink physical properties, and a 
penetrating agent. 

[0046] Next, the test printing mode whether the ink nozzle 42 of the ink 
jet printer A with scanner equipment which gave [ above-mentioned ] 
explanation is functioning correctly, and for diagnosing is explained, 
referring to drawing 1 and the flow chart of 9. The image data of the test 
pattern with which it is remembered to ROM 7 that CPU3 goes into test 
printing mode is loaded, and it transmits to the image-processing 
section 13 (S1, S2). The image data by which the image data of the test 
pattern with which the image-processing section 13 which received data 
was transmitted has been sent to delivery and the head control section 
14 to the head control section 14 is sent to the print head section 15, 
and the test pattern is printed by Form P (S3), (test pattern printing 
sample) 

[0047] An example of the above-mentioned test pattern printing sample 
is shown in drawing 10 . One dot of test patterns of this operation 
gestalt is hammered out at a time on discharge space in all nozzles to 
ink in order from the nozzle of the 1 st each of the head CH for 
cyanogen, the head MH for Magentas, the head YH for yellow, and the 
head KH for blacks, and as shown in drawing 10 , as for each color 
sample, pattern printing is carried out to a slash condition. It detects the 
ink nozzle 42 of what position is carrying out blinding by reading the test 
pattern broken-line part of the shape of this straight line. 
[0048] Next, the above-mentioned test pattern printout sample is read 
with the scanner which is the image reader 1 (S4). The resolution of 
reading of this scanner is the same as the resolution of an ink nozzle 42, 
or to be more than it is desired. It is because printed 1 dot can read at 
least one half, but it may be unable to **** in a scanner side as 1 pixel 
or 2dot may carry out an incorrect judging to detection of the blinding of 
the nozzle of reading as 1 pixel, when it reads with the scanner of 
resolution lower than an ink nozzle 42. 

[0049] Next, the image data of the test printing pattern read with the 
scanner 1 is changed into the data of cyanogen, a Magenta, yellow, and 
black by the color-coordinate-system conversion system 2, and is 
inputted into the image-data image-processing section 1 3 through 
CPU3. Here, as a result of having compared the recognition result and 
threshold for every pixel, judging that a poor nozzle is nothing when it is 
as a result of [ than a threshold / larger ] recognition, and carrying out 
threshold processing similarly about all pixels, when there is no poor 
nozzle, nozzle test printing mode is ended (S5, 6, 7, 8 and 10). However, 
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when at least 1 pixel of pixels smaller than a threshold is in a 
comparison result, it detects with a poor nozzle, and CPU3 displays 
nozzle cleaning directions on a display 10 (S9, 10). 
[0050] Draw in g 1 1 is what looked through the conditions which shift to 
the test printing mode which gave [ above-mentioned ] explanation with 
the block diagram, and shows an example of a control panel 9 and a 
display 10 to drawing 12 . When the power source 72 of Equipment A 
turns on (S20), it sets up so that it may go into the test printing mode 
(S33) of an ink nozzle 42 by the program beforehand memorized to 
ROM6. Although nozzle blinding may occur while being left by Equipment 
A by this over a long period of time, always stabilized high definition 
printing is enabled at the time of use. Moreover, when the power source 
72 of Equipment A is turned off conversely (S21), you may set up so 
that it may go into the test printing mode (S33) of an ink nozzle 42 by 
the program beforehand memorized to ROM6. Even if it is left by this by 
the next use over a long period of time, generating of nozzle blinding is 
prevented beforehand and always stabilized high definition printing is 
attained. 

[0051] Moreover, when it acts as the monitor of the neglect time 
amount and it is left by the timer which it had in CPU3 of Equipment A 
and which is not illustrated beyond fixed time amount (S22), it is set up 
so that it may go into the test printing mode (S33) of a nozzle 42 by the 
program feared the account of **. Although it is not used what a user 
looks at Equipment A and is using it frequently, and over a long period of 
time, distinction is very difficult, but when the relation between a neglect 
period and nozzle blinding generating is known experientially, even if it is 
the case where it is left by memorizing the period beforehand over a 
long period of time, high definition printing which measures were taken 
to nozzle blinding and was always stabilized is attained. 
[0052] Moreover, when the value more than [ through the print number- 
of-sheets counter which it had in CPU3 of Equipment A and which is 
not illustrated ] fixed is reached (S23), it is set up so that it may go into 
nozzle test printing mode (S33). By the increment in the count of 
printing, since the probability of getting ink ** and dust blocked in a 
nozzle is high, always stabilized high definition printing is attained under 
supervising with a print number-of-sheets counter. Since it was the 
same, when the value more than [ through the print time amount timer 
which it had in CPU3 of Equipment A and which is not illustrated ] fixed 
is reached (S24), it is set up so that it may go into the test printing 
mode (S33) of a nozzle. High definition printing which measures were 
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taken to the nozzle blinding by the increment in the count of printing by 
this, and was always stabilized is attained. 

[0053] Moreover, since the probability of getting ink ** and dust blocked 
in a nozzle 42 at a nozzle is high when the printing value more than 
[ through the dot printing counter which was formed in CPU3 and which 
is not illustrated ] fixed is reached (S25), it is set up so that it may go 
into test printing mode (S33) automatically. Measures are taken to the 
nozzle blinding by the increment in the count of printing by this, and 
always stabilized high definition printing is attained. Moreover, when the 
printing time amount more than [ which has minded similarly the dot 
printing timer which it had in CPU3, and which is not illustrated ] fixed is 
reached (S26), it is set up so that it may go into the test printing mode 
(S33) of a nozzle, and high definition printing which measures were taken 
to the nozzle blinding by increase of the count of printing, and was 
always stabilized is attained. 

[0054] Moreover, when the print directions instruction from the control 
unit 9 or computer 8 of Equipment A is issued (S27), before performing 
the print, it is set up so that it may go into the test printing mode (S33) 
of an ink nozzle 42. Measures are taken to nozzle blinding to the nozzle 
blinding by long-term neglect before printing actuation by this, and 
always stabilized high definition printing is attained. 
[0055] Moreover, when the high-definition printing medium is chosen in 
form selection of a control unit 9 or the print directions instruction from 
a computer 8 (S28), before performing the print, it can set up so that it 
may go into the test printing mode (S33) of a nozzle. This reduces 
useless use of an expensive printing medium to the nozzle blinding by 
long-term neglect, and always stabilized high definition printing is 
attained. 

[0056] Moreover, when the print termination instruction from the printer 
section 18 of Equipment A is issued (S29), it can set up so that it may 
go into the test printing mode (S33) of a nozzle 42. High definition 
printing which the cure against nozzle blinding by the paper powder by 
the time of printing etc. of was attained by this, and was always 
stabilized is possible. 

[0057] moreover, the form which the print termination instruction was 
taken out from the printer section 18 of Equipment A, and was then 
used — a regular paper — or when the printing medium below [ its ] 
equivalent is chosen (S30), after performing the print, it can set up so 
that it may go into the test printing mode (S33) of a nozzle. This 
prevents the futility and blinding of the expensive ink head 42 to the 
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nozzle blinding by the paper powder by the time of printing etc., and 
always stabilized high definition printing is attained. 
[0058] Moreover, through the temperature-and-humidity sensor 12 of 
Equipment A, when the environmental variation of monitor Perilla 
frutescens (L.) Britton var. crispa (Thunb.) Decne. is large (S31), change 
of the installation environment of Equipment A is set up so that it may 
go into test printing mode (S33). High definition printing which prevented 
the useless blinding of the expensive ink head 42 to the nozzle blinding 
by desiccation etc. by this, and was always stabilized is possible. 
[0059] Moreover, when a user wants through the selection carbon 
button 74 in the test pattern printing mode which it had on the control 
unit 9 of Equipment A (S32), it sets up so that it may go into test 
printing mode (S33). By this, usual is a special time of a different user 
using it, image degradation by peach blinding is prevented, and always 
stabilized high definition printing is attained. 

[0060] Moreover, cleaning of the ink head 42 can be chosen by pushing 
the cleaning mode carbon button 73 on a control unit 9. 
[0061] Next, if test printing mode (S33) is set up under said explained 
nozzle test print condition (S20-S32), according to directions of the 
program memorized by the program ROM 6, the test pattern MEJI data 
which loaded the test pattern image data and were loaded to the printer 
18 section will carry out printing activation of CPU3. 1 pixel of ink is 
breathed out at a time in order in monochrome from eye ink nozzle 
watch of the head CH for cyanogen, the head MH for Magentas, the 
head YH for yellow, and the head BH for blacks, and this test pattern 
turns into a test pattern. 

[0062] Drawing 1 3 shows the experimental result for the count of 
printing of a test pattern using the predetermined ink nozzle 42 without 
a defect about the printing condition of the test pattern at the time of 
[ instead of 1 time ] carrying out multiple-times activation. In drawing 
13 , it is the graph which made the axis of abscissa the printing number 
of sheets of a test pattern, and made the axis of ordinate the rate of a 
poor nozzle judging result correct answer. As this graph showed, in the 
case where they are the case where the count of printing activation of a 
test pattern (number of sheets) is 1 time, and multiple times, it turned 
out that the direction the rate of a correct answer printed correctly 
carried out [ the direction ] multiple-times printing is good. 
[0063] Next, from the test pattern printed according to the above- 
mentioned conditions, the detection means of the blinding part of an ink 
nozzle 42 is explained. With this operation gestalt, the pixel into which 
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read in and the pixel which should be read essentially are not read in the 
test pattern printed by using the image reader (scanner) 1 effectively is 
detected, and a defect nozzle part is pinpointed. 

[0064] A test pattern sample is specifically first set on the platen glass 
25 which is transparent and colorless sheet glass, light is irradiated with 
a lamp 28 at a manuscript, and incidence of the reflected light of 
wavelength according to the color drawn on the manuscript is carried 
out to CCD33 through each mirrors 29, 30, and 31 and the through lens 
32. The light which carried out incidence to CCD33 is changed into an 
electrical signal according to the quantity of light, and, in reading of a 
color picture, is changed into the electrical signal for every wavelength 
region of RGB at this time. Each image data of this R/G/B performs 
shading processing for the illuminant cloth property of the each 
dispersion of CCD and the source lamp of the illumination light which 
were put in order by main scanning direction 1 train to make it amend, 
and changes it into the signal of cyanogen / MAZENDA / yellow / black 
from the signal of R/G/B by processing of the next color-coordinate- 
system conversion. When the resolution at this time uses the scanner of 
300dpi, the 1 -pixel diameter of dot is about 80-85 micrometers, and it 
consists of 40-45 micrometers at the time of 600dpi. Here, when the 
resolution of the nozzle 42 which performed test pattern printing is the 
same as the resolution by the side of a scanner 1 at 300dpi, it does not 
have a problem, but when different, resolution transform processing 
must be performed so that it may become the same resolution. 
[0065] Moreover, since dispersion produces the reading data of this 
input system somewhat including the error of a processor, selection of a 
count of reading of a check printing pattern is enabled, and the result of 
having conducted the reading precision experiment to the count of 
reading is shown in drawing 14 . At drawing 1 4 , it reads on an axis of 
abscissa, the rate of a nozzle blinding condition decision result correct 
answer is shown on the count and the axis of ordinate, and it turned out 
that the direction which read the rate of a correct answer which judged 
the blinding condition of a nozzle correctly two or more times is good by 
the case where they are the case where the count of reading of a 
printing pattern is 1 time, and multiple times. Therefore, in order to read 
and to raise precision with this operation gestalt, reading processing of 
multiple times is performed. 

[0066] Next, it explains, referring to drawing 1 , the flow chart of 1 5, and 
drawing 16 about the detection approach of nozzle blinding. As for the 
ink head 40 used with this operation gestalt, the number of nozzles is 
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[ cyanogen, a Magenta, and the yellow of the resolution of a nozzle ] 
300dpi using the thing of 99 nozzles, respectively. 
[0067] If there is an instruction in nozzle printing mode based on the 
conditions first described above (S40) A test pattern is printed (41 S 
42), the sample is read by the image reader (scanner) 1 (S43), and the 
image data outputted from the image reader (scanner) 1 is set in the 
image-processing system 2. Color-coordinate-system transform 
processing is performed (S44), and resolution conversion is carried out 
so that it may become the resolution same next as a printing nozzle 
(S45). Since the scanner 1 also used the thing of 300dpi this time, 
resolution conversion was unnecessary. 

[0068] Next, it matches with a nozzle, and inputs into the image-data 
box (memory) IB as shown in drawing 16 (a) for which the input value of 
the image datas from the 1 st to the Nth was prepared by the image- 
processing section 1 3 through a detection means (S46) to detect the 
dot start location of the 1 st nozzle which is not illustrated in order 
(S47), and a certain fixed threshold and fixed comparative judgment are 
performed for that inputted each image data (48 S 49). The image-data 
box IB is in the condition which shows in drawing 16 (a) according to an 
initial state, and is changed into each data of drawing 16 (b) by the input 
(S50) of the image data of a step (S47), and the existence data of 
blinding further shown in drawing 16 (c) through predetermined threshold 
processing of a step (S51) are created. And if it is detected that the 
defect has occurred based on the image-data box IB of drawing 16 (c) in 
the 2nd of a yellow nozzle, the 3rd, and the 9th 98th [ the ] of a 
Magenta nozzle, the warning message of a poor nozzle will be displayed 
on a display 10, and the correspondence of cleaning, exchange, etc. of a 
user will be attained based on the warning (53 S 54). 
[0069] by drawing 16 , although the measurement result about the case 
of binary printing data was shown, the detection approach of the nozzle 
blinding come out and using the nozzle in which the multiple-value 
gradation printing is possible which the thing which can print a light color 
also has with the gradation nature of a multiple value is explained to the 
class of ink head. In starting, as shown in drawing 17 and ** (a) of 1 8, 
19, and 20 as a test printing pattern, it prepares the image-data box IB 
which inputs memory data gradually beforehand to compensate for 
change of gradation nature. And drawing 17 and the data shown in ** (b) 
of 18, 19, and 20 are obtained, and the result of having printed and read 
the test printing pattern carries out threshold processing of said data 
with the threshold according to each phase further, obtains the ** (c) 
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result of drawing 1 7 , and 18, 19 and 20, and makes a nozzle blinding 
condition judgment. In addition, the threshold according to each phase in 
this operation gestalt was set to 214, 150, 96, and 32 to drawing 17 , and 
18, 19 and 20 at sequence. By this processing, decision of the blinding 
condition of a nozzle becomes possible appropriately also at a light test 
printing sample with gradation nature. 

[0070] Moreover, also according to the class of ink to be used, since it 
is possible, it attaches in that case and printing with gradation nature is 
explained. The case where ink and photograph ink with the gradation 
nature instead of usual ink are used is explained with reference to 
drawing 21 . As shown in drawing 21 (a) before an image-data input, the 
test pattern which has carried out memory was the same as the case 
where said ordinary ink is used, but although the result of having read 
the test printing sample was max as printing gradation expression 
capacity of a nozzle as an image data, it turned out that the almost 
same value as the time ( drawing 19 ) of the printing gradation 
expression capacity when using ordinary ink as shown in drawing 21 (b) 
being one half is shown. Therefore, when saturation of ink is low, it 
becomes possible by changing a threshold according to the condition 
corresponding to the photograph ink, and carrying out a comparative 
judgment to detect a blinding condition correctly also about ink heads, 
such as photograph ink of a light color. 

[0071] Although the case where always breathed out ink from all nozzles 
and a defect nozzle was detected was explained by the detection 
approach of the blinding of said explained nozzle 42, in order to detect 
blinding more efficiently and effectively, how to detect by fewer nozzles 
is explained. If a laser beam printer is the nozzle, for example, 
monochrome printing, used for printing as the 1 st means, blinding will be 
beforehand detected for the nozzle head 40 which will use the head KH 
for black for next printing like the head CH for cyanogen, the head MH 
for Magentas, and the head YH for yellow if it is color printing again. A 
detail is explained referring to the flow chart of drawing 22 . 
[0072] first, if a print instruction is sent from CPU3, the ink head (all 
nozzles, black, and a color — a photograph color nozzle) then used will 
choose — having (S61-S64) — the class (2 gradation, multiple-value 
gradation) of printing gradation nature is chosen (S65-S67). And 
according to the class of the selected ink head 40 and printing gradation 
nature, the nozzle check of a nozzle 42 which performs blinding 
detection is performed (S68-S87). Thus, reduction of ink required for 
test pattern printing, the processing times, etc. can be performed by 
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detecting blinding beforehand only to the ink head 40 and ink nozzle 42 
which are used behind, and it enables a maintenance to carry out about 
nozzle blinding efficiently. 

[0073] Efficient processing is attained even if the 2nd means carries out 
blinding detection to said the 1st means and reverse ex post only to the 
nozzle used for printing. In this case, the flag field which shows the use 
hysteresis of a nozzle to which memory is prepared, the flag 
corresponding to the nozzle head 40 used by the last printing is 
searched, and a blinding check is performed only about the used head 40 
corresponding to that searched flag, or a nozzle 42. For example, when 
the last printing is printing of only black ink, blinding detection will be 
performed only to the head KH for black. Therefore, also in this case, 
the settled processing time can also be shortened by ink consumption of 
the need minimum. 

[0074] As for the nozzle 42 with which clogging was detected by the 
blinding detection means which gave [ above-mentioned ] explanation, 
cleaning of a clogging part is performed by the nozzle head-cleaning 
device 16 (KURININNGU mode). In addition, the shift to KURININNGU 
mode can be performed by being two kinds with the case where it is 
based on the case where it is based on a user instruction, and automatic 
setting. When are based on a user instruction, and a clogging nozzle is 
detected, based on the test printing output of nozzle blinding, on a 
display 10 (refer to drawing 1 2 ), it warns a user by the display of a 
nozzle cleaning instruction, and enters at nozzle cleaning actuation of 
the ink head 40 through the cleaning mode carbon button 73 on the 
control-panel section 9 by activation hope of a user of cleaning 
actuation. On the other hand, in shifting to KURININNGU mode in 
automatic setting, if a clogging nozzle is detected, it will clean the ink 
head 40 in the head cleaning section 39 of the nozzle head-cleaning 
device 1 6, without waiting for an instruction of a user. 
[0075] Cleaning actuation of the ink head section 40 is shown in drawing 
23 . Usually, although the carriage 34 after a printing halt is outside from 
the form width of face W1 in the home position P1 on the overrun (run- 
up section) field W2, or the location of P2, when nozzle cleaning 
actuation is chosen, it is made to **** carriage 34 in the head cleaning 
section 39 of the nozzle head-cleaning device 16, and cleans the ink 
head 40. After cleaning termination returns to the usual home position 1 
or 2 again. 

[0076] Moreover, cleaning actuation of the above-mentioned ink head 40 
is explained, referring to the flow chart shown in drawing 24 about a 
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means to clean more effectively, although the ink head 40 whole surface 
is cleaned. Since it is exactly detectable per a nozzle block or nozzle 
from the image-data box IB which a blinding nozzle indicates above- 
mentioned gave explanation to ** (c) of 21 from a service condition or 
drawing 1 6 (S90-98), efficient cleaning actuation is realizable by cleaning 
only a corresponding ink head (S99-101). 

[0077] Next, the schematic diagram of the head cleaning section 39 is 
explained with reference to drawing 4 and 25. For example, since the ink 
heads 40 to be cleaned are a Magenta and yellow when the result of a 
nozzle check is the image-data box IB of drawing 16 (c), the cleaner 
putt 100 which washes a nozzle operates only the part corresponding to 
a Magenta and yellow, and cleans a nozzle 42. Thereby, the amount of 
ink beyond the need and business time amount of cleaning actuation are 
made few at cleaning actuation. In addition, when based on a user 
instruction, the message of cleaning termination is performed to a 
display 10 with termination of cleaning. 

[0078] In the case Of drawing 25 , the unit of the ink nozzle 42 to clean 
was shown per each color ink head, but it carries out more desirably per 
the predetermined block which constitutes each color nozzle, for 
example, one line, (three nozzles). The schematic diagram of the head 
cleaning section 39 which cleans only an ink nozzle block to be cleaned 
[ this ] is shown in drawing 26 . For example, in cleaning based on the 
image-data box IB result of drawing 1 6 (c), the required ink heads 40 of 
cleaning are the 3rd block of a Magenta head, the 33rd block, and the 
1st block of a yellow head, and then, the cleaner putt 101 operates only 
the 3rd of a Magenta head, the 33rd block, and the 1st block of a yellow 
head, and cleans a nozzle 42. By this cleaning actuation, the amount of 
ink beyond the need and business time amount of cleaning actuation are 
made few. 

[0079] Furthermore, an ink nozzle 42 is desirably cleaned in each nozzle 
unit, and the schematic diagram of the head cleaning section 39 is 
shown in drawing 27 . For example, in as a result of drawing 16 (c), ink 
heads to be cleaned are the 9th of the Magenta head MH, the 98th, the 
2nd of the yellow head YH, and the 3rd, and only the part corresponding 
to the 9th of the Magenta head of the cleaner putt 102, the 98th, the 
2nd of a yellow head, and the 3rd operates, and they clean a nozzle 42. 
By this cleaning actuation, the amount of ink beyond the need and 
business time amount of cleaning actuation can be lessened more. 
[0080] By the above-mentioned explanation, when it was judged that 
there is a poor nozzle, the case where it warned a user of a message 
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was explained to the display 10, but you may set up so that cleaning 
actuation may be started automatically, as described above. In starting 
cleaning actuation automatically, test pattern printing for the second 
time is performed after cleaning termination of a nozzle, a nozzle check 
is again performed from the printing data, and it becomes possible 
effectively to carry out by blinding still repeating cleaning of a blinding 
nozzle or a nozzle group automatically further in a certain case. And 
even if it repeats cleaning of a nozzle 42 two or more times and 
performs it, when blinding is not canceled, since suitable printing cannot 
be performed, the exchange message of the ink head 40 is displayed on 
a user, by warning of it being at the exchange stage of the ink head 40, 
it becomes exchangeable [ the ink head 40 ] to suitable timing, and 
always good printing is secured. The flow chart of the process which 
warns drawing 28 of exchange of the above-mentioned ink head 40 is 
shown. In addition, it is the process as the so-called above mentioned 
test pattern printing process and the blinding test check process of a 
nozzle that test printing mode (S1 10) to the warning message display 
(S120) to a display is the same, and explanation is omitted. 
[0081] First, the detection process of a poor reading nozzle is performed 
(S1 10-S117). In CPU3, the count N which the poor nozzle generated is 
counted at the same time it displays the warning message to a display 
10 (119 S 120), when a nozzle fault is detected (S121). And if the count 
N of continuation which the poor nozzle generated is less than 3 times, 
it shifts to the cleaning mode (S122) of the ink head 40, and the ink head 
40 will be cleaned and it will shift to test printing mode (S1 10) again 
after cleaning termination. On the other hand, when the count N of 
continuation which the poor nozzle generated becomes 3 times, it is 
judged as the unrestorable abnormalities by the bad debt of the ink in 
the heater section which is not illustrated etc., the message of exchange 
of the ink head 40 is displayed to a user (S124), and the nozzle 
diagnostic mode is ended (S123). In this case, the message which tells 
abnormalities (ink head exchange) is displayed on a display 10 through 
CPU3. 

[0082] As mentioned above, when blinding is not canceled as a multiple- 
times line in nozzle cleaning, by warning a user of it being the exchange 
stage of the ink head 40, exchange of the ink head 40 is made to 
suitable timing, and always good printing is secured. In addition, to 
perform from test printing mode (S110) to nozzle cleaning mode (S122) 
automatically, it is necessary to form the equipment which draws the 
test pattern printing sample sent to the delivery unit 22 on the 
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manuscript base 19. 


[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 This document has been translated by computer. So the translation 

may not reflect the original precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 

3.1n the drawings, any words are not translated. 


DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is the block diagram of the system of the ink jet printer A 
with reading image ****** concerning the operation gestalt of this 
invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is the perspective view of the ink jet printer A with 
reading image ****** concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 
[Drawing 3] It is the operation-explanatory view of the optical system of 
image ****** 1 ... 

[Drawing 4] It is the operation-explanatory view of the printer section 
1 8 concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 
[Drawing 5] It is the perspective view of the print ink head 40 of the 
printer section 18 concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 
[Drawing 6] It is the bottom view of the print ink head 40 concerning the 
operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 7] It is the enlarged drawing of the base of the print ink head 
40 concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 
[Drawing 8] It is the operation-explanatory view of the ink regurgitation 
principle (an a:piezo method, b: Bubble Jet) of the head nozzle of an ink 
jet printer. 

[Drawing 9] It is the flow chart in the test printing mode concerning the 
operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 10] It is the explanatory view of a test printing pattern. 
[Drawing 1 1] It is the block diagram showing the conditions for shifting 
to the test printing mode concerning the operation gestalt of this 
invention. 

[Drawing 12] It is the schematic diagram of the control panel of the ink 
jet printer A with image ****** concerning the operation gestalt of this 
invention. 
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[Drawing 13] It is the graph using the ink jet printer A with image ****** 
concerning the operation gestalt of this invention which shows the rate 
of a poor nozzle judging result correct answer to test pattern printing 
number of sheets. 

[Drawing 14] It is the graph using the ink jet printer A with image ****** 
concerning the operation gestalt of this invention which shows the rate 
of a poor nozzle decision result correct answer to the count of test 
printing pattern reading. 

[Drawing 15] It is the flow chart of a poor nozzle detection process 
using the nozzle check pattern of the ink jet printer A with image 
****** concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 
[ Drawing 16] It is the contents explanatory view of image-data box IB in 
case the nozzle check pattern concerning the operation gestalt of this 
invention uses binary printing data. 

[Drawing 17] It is the contents explanatory view of image-data box IB in 
the case of using the multiple-value gradation nozzle check pattern 
concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 18] It is the contents explanatory view of image-data box IB in 
the case of using the multiple-value gradation nozzle check pattern 
concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 19] It is the contents explanatory view of image-data box IB in 
the case of using the multiple-value gradation nozzle check pattern 
concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 20] It is the contents explanatory view of image-data box IB in 
the case of using the multiple-value gradation nozzle check pattern 
concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 21] It is the contents explanatory view of the image-data box 
IB in the case of using the binary gradation printing data at the time of 
photograph ink use. It comes out. 

[Drawing 22] It is the flow chart in the nozzle check mode concerning 
the operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 23] It is the operation explanatory view of the ink carriage 34 
concerning the operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 24] It is the flow chart in the nozzle cleaning mode concerning 
the operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 25] It is the operation explanatory perspective view of the 
cleaner putt 100 cleaned for every color nozzle concerning the operation 
gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 26] It is the operation explanatory perspective view of the 
cleaner putt 101 cleaned for every color nozzle concerning the operation 
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gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 27] It is the operation explanatory perspective view of the 
cleaner putt 102 cleaned for every color nozzle concerning the operation 
gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 28] It is the flow chart of the ink head nozzle diagnostic mode 

of the ink jet printer A with image ****** concerning the operation 

gestalt of this invention. 

[Description of Notations] 

A An ink jet printer with scanner equipment 

1 Image Reader (Scanner) 

2 Color-Coordinate-System Transform Processing 

3 CPU 

7 Test Pattern Image Data ROM 
10 Display 

13 Image-Data Image-Processing Section 

14 Head Control Section 

15 Print Head Section 

1 7 Scanner Section 

18 Printer Section 

39 Nozzle Cleaning Section 

40 Ink Head 

41 Ink Nozzle 

IB Image-data box 
CH Head for cyanogen 
MH Head for Magentas 
YH Head for yellow 
BH Head for black 
100, 101, 102 Cleaner pad 


[Translation done.] 
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hXy y^co^yyhyX/vMJito 40 
[ffi*9U] Bf^aiiJ^S^^SibW^x^hBi^x 

tt£-f >^ hXy >>*G>Xy 

So 

>f hxy v^oxy yhyx/«*s, 


y > * ox y v h y X/w*aa*feo 

[it**7] wax* h fixate, amc^/ai- 

X/t^tey x/u#£»»^s»»xafc*r*-* r. t 
Wit -r 5i§*^ 3 ^GttoiBifeKnissft*> s** 
y h x y ox y ^ h y x/utoairifeo 

lfg#JS9] BfllEmmxamtc, US, mifBx^hHi 
*xaSrlTV\ BK*9Xy >hyX/PXtt/X/H¥36S 
W\ Xy V h/Xyuxt*/X;u»6X»Sr3- 

[0 00 1] 

##^^^v>^^ bxy v^tc^oit^xy vh/x;vi 

[0 0 0 2] 

^0^1^vX^^^--1f~<0@^C t toT>/X^ 

[0 0 0 3] «BB¥1 0-2 5 8 5 0 3ld1Btt$ 

tLX^^ZXoteJ y^v^xy hXy ^^^-^r y iy vLht- 

0 / Xyw Sr^*t" 5 *-fe^^p & nr v ^ 0 

[0 0 0 4] 

[0 0 0 5] #P^^P1 0-2 5 8 5 0 3^ffitt£ 

L-CV*5jM5j&> (ON/OFF) SrS^fcttW+Sfc* 
tc. a»*9dS**LTV^5 (ON) i*tiJS*tfc»* 
tctt^y X/uSr^ y— ^ymt^fc?), o^«9^ 
y — ^>x^^:^^fp^^cov^r 1 b^ y — ^>^^tft> 

[0006] ftt&nmm&zmm-rzizftte 
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-lf-K:*#fc«*u ioTfig I&ft icy x,w 
gf££ 0©^ v^-J-VyiSrfKeiv rtUcfcoT, SIS 
£9<DftWX/w#J®T-f^-5TfigKU ^ic^Lfcffl 

[0 0 0 7] ldot wf^ca-LPgH^SlerBg 

[0008] *fc» * y — = > ^irsm- n&&Mci&m<D 

[0 0 0 9] *fc. * y-=^y^Bj^/£y X/w^ft-c 

[0 0 10] 

^«^»-«M$tbfcSffiJcfi8MLfc5tO)S:W*^«t "Jig 20 
«Bfe*tt*8( 9 . Btt?*- * tcftiJg-r •SBf&SEl&igM 
<k, Bt£-r— *K:g<5<^-C7'y V hS Xfrfrh-i v^Sr 
8tffiUTB«K«:fcHfkSrHi*i-5W V*S**y h^y 
tSr*-r5®«SSSKi3Sg##-f h^y v 

h^y^^r-x^ fep^u ©ex* m$^b& 

*WlEB*RTOS1BfcJ:0HE*Bto;fcy;* hPP^B&T* 
ESS 2 cDiait^fdlstg £ ixfcx * hfP^B&x— 

[0 0 1 1 ] !S#>S2Z>3e9?ti\ ffii&tfetti^tft-etttu^ 
nfc^a-T'y v h y x^ouiy xyu»srfSj§-t-«flM§ # 

[0 0 12] st#JS 3 
VT:/y V h y X/U^b'T >^ i&ettti LTE&jStfrKB 

f^en^-rs^ v*^* h^y v*i£*rr5B&^ 
^iMf-f v^^iy hT'y ^ by X/Hta 

* h^-^&EiijSt&lcEP^-t- hBJ^Xgi:, 


Etg^J£KEtt£:h,riB(fex-*£Bgffi&SLT 

^FS^y > h y x/uxiiy x^sf?r^ffii-s^^ttsx 

[0 0 13] f9*«4 0^^li, M3tmiJI-S^t SS& 

[0014] m^5<Dmmit. mm^Sk^tajMrn 
^sixssr^tHiff 7ct t -rzm&m 3 lc|S«g 

[0 0 15] fj§#*6<DS§IKf4, ME^&t&tijXgfi, 
i>^b^W&it-ti> 3 tcEtte>Bffe0lER£*tt * 

[0016] if 7 ofg^is. wex* hft^ii 

/v^V'tty X/ui¥K:2tL"C<D^-fT5 h&Q&Wc.b't'&nft 

^co-^y > hyxywias^ifeT-fcS. 
[0 0 17] iMiJS8cD3§93W:. ffil5^aiXg-e^mL 

fc^AT'y > h y XA-xtey x/n*«r»is-r'5»isxs 
trw-r 5 r t zw&b-rzm&m 3 fcefeoHttRttS 

[0 0 18] »*«9©«WW:, mrlEfitjfXg&K, ^ 
ff. MfEx^. hRl^XSSrfTV\ ^X!)Vh;X;UX 

tey X/ps¥>4s fcss-e-icii, ^y >- h y x^xny X/w 
wose***— t^^^-r ^ r b &&®. b -tz>m**$. 3 

y ^ h y X/P*as*ftT-s> 5. 

[0019] M*3[ 1 03SR(c JzixHf, » 1 Of5tS«« 
T, ■trof^ b®^^— t^-ils? : J^y bzfV V^T* 

^(Dv-?- bft>^<ntz)t)\z{£.m ^?i?^y h^y V 

^ <oy y v h y x/uxtt y x^ b Mtttttttxm 2 wie 

^nrix^ hen*®^-^t*tf£;-r^7*y vh;X;w 
xtes x^mbvmmfrb&iiii^mK sis* 9 
St' y v h y x/u3z.«y x/nssr&tij-rs r t A^-ct 

/BUT, 7*y >- hy X/ux»4yX/wf¥ro^pg.?r^tiiU s 
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[0 0 2 0] §&3fcJS2<D^(;i£;ft,tf. R«9lOXn 

r% :xy ^ h y X/K*f*y x/u»<d*a# biss o <d j: 

[00 2 1] »**3<05SWlcJ:Jxli, h^Ii 

&ffleimm$:m^z>(DX\ mmtn^mzxzrv > h y x 

[0 0 2 2] W#«4<B*Wfc:±ft«. W*9[3 038W 

[0 0 2 3] W#«5<D«Wld±ixii. §jf#>S3O3i§0Jl 

[0 0 2 4] m#«6 0#WteJl*Ui, »*«3iO*M 

[0 0 2 5] tt*«7 0«HK:J:*U2, IS*«3C0«W 
Lfc^y > b y X/i^^tey X/i^cttLTco^;* h 

^xs4rfr9<o-c% hSi*x«-cttjiH-5>f 
#s 0 tot, a*w*^y >- hy x/u*ia*priBift 

[0 0 2 6] W#*8<o»WfcJ:;ft,fi, t»#«3<0389! 
/ X/wx^y XA^fcfc»+6»»XS*Rttfcr <b 

t*. ^FA^y >- hyx/U3ftsate*o-e&oTit»«SrtT 


[0 0 2 7] »**9 05S?B»cJ:Hri. tt*«3<D«W 

EP*xa*tT^\ ft^^LT^A^y vhyxyu^jiy 
x**wa:s>st*frictt % ^y v hy xyi/xny x/w»(o 

icfQT'y^hyX/uoseftdSprtg^/^s. £oT, =l 
-if-tt^ y v h y XA^ft&«*flMH-s rift<ft 

[0 0 2 8] 

3ISCPU, 4(iyn^7ARAM, 5 

20 5*7*— *\ 8^^^t°^- — 9titiME*< 

1 0 1 1 • #«a 

SR. i2ttiaistyt-, i3W^-^7^lft 

[0 0 2 9] Ife»©9gtlT*fo5^^tttlin 
tf— UfcD. »Oji*fcV^aiB«S:CCD (Charge C 
oupled Device) T* 1 7 >f >"Tojfej£ LHttftft tOSC 
T7^^;vf|-§-i^L, R (UyK)/G(^!)-y) 

/b (^a~m y -^-^©■*«oi«*tf&o* i 
[0030] *fe5Ras»*&a» 2 ^^tti^a 

blit < 5 R/G/B^f ^ ^i?r-^ «r C (VTV) / 

y — v*7*— * ^»LC PU 3 \^£Z>tz£>(D>&m$:'n 

[00 3 1] CPU3lt /n^ARAM4, m&7* 
-^fflRAM5, /Di/7AROM6, "r^h^<^ — > 

40 • te^ony h d — yi/ss 1 1 % aaft-t ^-y— i 

2. BtfeftLSSBl 3^SJBfeS*tT*5 9, /dOARO 
[0 0 3 2] RAM4. 5 liC PU 3 Of^*ffl<75|EtS« 
^Oia«»Ct>ttffl$nSo -t*t-PixOROM6, 7 liC 

PUS^ibf^^o^^A^ix^n^^^x^^-^^ — 

so [0 0 3 3] »tf£^*/wSR9li^— J !f-^e>W*ttAA 
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££ttT. CPU 3\c*:<Dffin$:&Z>&mKX'&>r) % & 

CPU3d*bo««lc:»Lff««l«:<0*&«- 
[0 0 3 4] 1 2tt, 

[0 0 3 5] ^> K$#pg&l 411, >f p<--v*r— 
v>3 4 @4#M) (D3yhq-;^ff5 0 /DVK 

yX;^y^y^f 16«:, ^yyh^K»l5 20 

[0 0 3 6]E)2te. S'f y^i?xy h 

^ y i'* A£fl^«&»«BI"T**> t) > W«SE*& 0 £§g 

BfrW/fcSftTV^. ^arttSlIt SfS£M<!§:fg-& 

it*. SLU t Rtt7t^^itL^v^J:5^--r5®ffi^^-2 0 

HBb-CKE-t-S. 30 

[0037] B3tt, 7 <D%&m$:tem 

Cfifl, ^7x^7^2 5(Cffi]HT3tSrRa«t*f 
5i5^EttU*:RBW*S9^2 8 36S^*TU w4>fla 
*t*dsjRIS2 6»d»ltitSn, B85>Sixfc3tlilRa2 6 

R#t£*tfc8tfi<D3tettu ;7~2 9, 3 0, 

^-l/yX3 2Sr^LTCCD3 3(cAJt$^o C 40 

CD3 3^A*tS*Lfc*f±***C«i:Tmft«*^«» 

«2 7ttW«2 6^tt**0**fif-r5WJC«*tt^i8 

[oo3 8] 1121^^^ \ sti, xy 
a*«r*ffl'r5#»»2 2. R^aA^*ic»L-ca *, 


8 

[0 0 3 9] M4\t, ftl^ZftltctbCDy}) 8 

v^^o, ^4 ot^y^^y^4 1 tMcfcofc#fe 

h !) y ^SrMfc^rt !l ^ ^ 3 4 t , ^t^r^ 
^tU^^>t7h3 5t, ^(^^rty 5/^34^ 

aES*5fc«xo*^y s>>?*~* 3 6 y yi*e~ 

* 3 6^@ftfcHHUT0»-t-3o — * 3 6Ai:»n 
-7 3 6 BJC^i-^^r-T y -/S^/U h 3 7 <t . fpfll 

7h3 5 0*»i5ff^KJtfc-0^^y K4 

/X/U4 2<D^ y — ~>^£t?t5 — ^ y — zzv^gp 

[0 0 4 0] ^r^y yi?3 4ti^t<DTWC s **!>y^ 

^t7b35 j&sjg®) S «E»c jca«-&i-« 1 1 1 K_hfflH 

y yi^e— * 3 6^lH]lb-r^^. ^[HlitEte^y 

v>3 4i&S3r^y y*Jis*y h35t^y V v^/U b 3 
7K^»SJx35t36Sbatt»-t"5nfci:ttS. ^LT, * 

ftP^o-7 3 8t^rty 5^3 4PBlSril^5w 
fcfcfcO, Bl*J^tC&fc-frT»a6o — 93 8 fc^-vy 
$/ v^E— * 3 6 0EHteSrf68»Lttdse>-<>'^^y K4 0 

tti-r 5 ^ t xmm&p\zmsm&<Df%&&-aim t * 
[0041] ±E«*«c*5H'5>f v^i^^y hyyy^ 

^25 2 6 timfrtl^—f-lZ X o T»f^/^* 

^S5 9±0=Hf— *^^*5}f fflStP^ 

jR«2 i**b«aisix, ^y v^sui 8\zmm-t%o 

[0 0 4 2] ^y^^gi5l8Ji, ^y^tDr^t 
7h3 5l£3a*£ftfcW'>'^*ir y >v^3 4 ^su 
^ni^otI«»yj£LT^||/My^^y K4 
Oi^y^ Srniffi-r 5 n t "CEft P±fcH{fe«*«rffl 

^•r^c rcD^ v ffljffin— £.f?jhu >fy^^yy^ 

34^17^^ (l*rS]) <Ojfe3t^»TUfc«F^-e>f v 
y K4 O^^^^^^^^y 
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[004 3] B6tt, >>jrA<D«(>> 

(K) , i/7Wy^r (C) . -r-tfv*^* (M) , 
-f^n-^* (Y) KSrfli, ^yKCtt 

2 35J6£tirC^£ 0 **J6««-ett. «-fir$r«^;-r^3 

nj/^^|»/SUnfr3?IS:*fl[it5i/7^y K 
CH, -fxp^y KYHSrRIR 

*tf¥ffCEIUt^5. WE3^y KCH, M 

H, YHCO^J^fS]tCg|ftbT. 83^yKCH, MH X 
Y H Sr^fr-frfc h<Dt m—mf&com^ y KKHSrttltT 

v>5o ft. *KlS*li-er±^y Koia?iJS:nfT3?iJtrT 

[0 0 4 4] Mia^f K4 0<Ott*HSrH7»ci* 20 

■To X/W4 2 ttHfmUftfeHRicM 

SrXtff«4>"e*>9, -Y >-^/X/W4 2^<D-Y>'* % =f 

IR3«rH8fc:*-t"o -^co 1 £ bT, 0 8 (a) otTx/ 
*^4 3 o^ff^ J:oT^y^i4 4 (EM' ^ Srfrtffl £ 
itSfx^t, ^2^bti8 (b) 

ic-fe 7 5 * * fc - * - 4 5 SrfliajBHc J: o x&$L-r zm. 

fS^ioT-fV^S (/X/W) 4 6ft<ZM ^^^rqttij^ 30 
*5^<^5>3:y h^SXfif— r/X'ttk&hZ. 
[0 0 4 5] £fc x >fy^i;xyh^3^©il45 

tt£rfe&b&j&T* hXjy hT*fc^WJp 0 p«tc^:#<^ 

[0 0 4 6] ±ERWUfc^*-y-M6«ft*-Y^ 

hyjV#AOY^/X;U4 2#jEL<«tB 40 
\*X^Zi>>»Wrrz>»<DTx hffs*=*- KSrHl. 9tf> 

KKA5<hCPU3teROM7t£l2ttbT&57^ 

•SSI'S (SI. S2) o x~*£gltJ&ofcM{itM3l 
BB13I*. eSifiifcf^ h^^-y^>^7-^ 

t'tOf^ — ^dSffl3ttP(Cpp^$nS (^* h'* 

^-yRi^fy^) (S3). so 


[0 04 7] ±12-r* h'<?->%)^-V->zf;\'<D-m$: 
ii0C/Tf o ^HJSjgtt^^^ h^^-yii, >r> 

JB^y KCH S ^ifV^/B^s/ KMH, ^xo-ffl-.^ 
KYHs 77 5/ ^ffl^^/ KKH^tlf 1 S@ (^>; X 
tvfrh 1 d o t folBlJiiy X/P^b>f v>7 SrPtffi b*s 
BJLfcJTt>fflS*u BlOlCTn^^fef^Hj: 

h s< * - ^flftRftft «rtt*tt * <WC <k o T{pJ# g (D>< > 

5. 

[0048] ±is^x^ hs<?—>ft}^mjjy-> 

(S4) . r o^^tt^l^St OogMfj:^ y 
X/U4 2oft?««ii^ba\ ^5VN^^±r*fc5r 
ttmtitLZo t> Y y ^ y X;u4 2 J: 9 ft^jSftS 
tf>;**^T*fE*Sxofc»£\ H]s£SJxfcl do tf^ 

«-e#**>ofc9. 2do.t^iiiat»6ct 

U* 5 * ifo / X/uco a |g* «9 <o*UJ^» UBWOftSr b 
TU? RTtBtt3&5*> 5 h Xh 5c 
[0049] 1 "Cgg^Stfettfc^^ hRl 

>\ -Y^in— , 77^^©f- 

Six*. mr\ #H*45©B«tt*i:b#v^i:'S:Jt 

^~K*±«*T-J-5 (S5. 6, 7, 8Si;iO) . b^ 
b. lH*-et>JttttfeJKlcmtJ:9 t>*^mt#sfc« 
»frlcayX^7A2:ttttlU CPU3li^SPio^ 

y x/w^ v—^^mm<om^nv (S9. io). 

[0050J illll Jiia^ bfcr^ hRl^— K 
^?T-rS*ft=Sr7ciy^H^T--Jlbfct><D-e. il 
2tC^/<^^9 0(7>— ^J^^bTV^5. m 
EAO«jS7 2d5^-^b/c^ (S2 0) t^i?)ROM6 
tCf£ttbTV^:/n^7.M-<fcoT-< y^;X/M 2<D 
K (S3 3) l£A5<fc5KK5£-r5fc<D 

5yX/u@fg*f3^^-r5®^fo5^^ ffiffllsSKte 

fc, iS^3SSAOmJS7 2&*7&tltitiF (S2 1) . 

R OM 6 tdiatt LT V y d ^ 7 A K J: o T>f > ? 
/ X/P4 2 (O'tTs h^l^^ — K (S3 3) l£A5<fc5fc: 

[0 0 5 1 ] iS«A<DCPU3rtl£ffl;t&ftfcB 
/TL^v^^vHcioT, JStS^raSr^e— ^ — b. — 

3S«rwa±^*«snfc»& (S22) i^iESbT 
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(S3 3) \cxZ£i\£WLl££tiX^Z>o 8IA«:^- 
if 3^AT«*lc«ffl LTi^S t>co t SJW&ffl LTV>^VN 

flUHRI t / X/ub IS* 9 £ *>BB«a*:ba>5»£i;: 

[0 0 5 2] gRAOCPU3rtl£(l;te>;h,*:B 

(S2 3) . /X/Ur^h^-K 
(S3 3) KASiSKiRJfeStLTV^. BP*IS*<D* 

ft3&»6, 3fi«A<DCPU3rt^«x.6>ixfcBI^Uftv^ 

(S2 4) . yX^r^hW^-K (S3 
3) KASJ:3K:R££IVCV*5. J: 9 fiP^Efc 

<Dif 2)0 £ 5 7 Xa> B finfc 9 LTS#J|t jMH £ timz 

[0053] *fc. cpu3rttcRtt/c[i]^L&i^d o 

fc££ (S2 5) . ;X;M2W^ffi^^VX 
/HC|g*5«»tttf!l5^cO-C, x*hf^E~K (S3 

3) fca»ttfcAS±5teRjesftTv^. rnic^t) 
ate, cpuart^xfcnfc^b^v^d o 

(S2 6) % /X/wo-r^ hfP*^~K (S3 3) (CA 
5 J: 5 MR* Six. »*BROJt*K:J:«yX>uBlS* 

[0 0 5 4] 3fiRA<0«ff»9Xtt. — 

# 8^e>^^y > nn«*«*ais*tfcB# (s 2 7) . , 
■^o^y is b&nni-zniKJ ; x^4 2077 h 

PP3^E— K (S3 3) ClA<5 9 (C^jg^ttTV^o ^ 
UK* 9 SJW»St£<fc 5 / X/WB1S* 9 ^»LTHl*» 
fPW*c/X^BfS*Dlc»br»*3»J6Six % *lcSc« 

[0 0 5 5] *fcSfetfsSB9X«\ 3yt^-^8^ibO 
:/y v h»»i>«offlj»»tefei^TWfitt*B*jBtflc 

*a«*ftt^fc« (S2 8) % *^xy ^hSrHtT-r 

^jftfcV X^f7 hRl^—K (S3 3) . icA5<fc? 
KRjrcta. rfrK£9JHHIMIcJ:S/X*Btt£ 

[0 0 5 6] £/c3£©ACDXy ^*sri 8^^<b(oyy V 
h»T^** s di*nfc* (S2 9) . /X/U4 2<7^* 


1 2 

hfp^-K (S3 3) (£A5<fc 5fcR5£"C# 60 rtt 
id 0: 9 SUSWK: i 5 tt»fc if «t 5 / Xyu B IS* 9 »* 

[0 0 5 7] £fc, glAO^y v^gpi 8^5>^y > 

30) . *<D7v>-b*nftl-zmz;xji'<n7'Xbw 

3=^— K (S3 3) lcA5J:5^R^#S, rtvKJ: 
10 9 f=p^uf (c i SflR&tt if lc ± 5 J X/u B IS* 9 K» tt 
Wffi^>f v^^^ K4 2 0jRtt J 5>BIS4 9S:BSJhU flf 

[0 0 5 8] i!AO«tyt-l 2£r^L 

*£VM$ (S3 1) , ^^hBl^-K (S3 3) UlA 
5J:5fcRj£i-Sfc<o-efcS. rtticj: 9tt«W?lc £5 
y X/wgfS*9^*tbTi«5fl5ft-Y v^-^y K4 2 
*B»*9SrB5JtU Sf^ftSUfcKWJKcBi^ ^ 

20 [0 0 5 9] Sg«Aa>»fP«9±*c«x.b*tfc9 L 
^ h/^^-vHi^— KOl*^y7 4S:*bt^ 
If— dSgfS-t-Si* (S3 2) , h^l^—K (S3 
3) KASJ:5KR^i-5fcO-T?fc5o -tt^J:9ii«r 
i: «a 5 If — *s«ffli-*«p*Jft*"e*o-C 1 1 B IS 
*9fc±*W«5Mt*6&JfcU 

[0 0 6 0] *fc. *f^»9±IC#S^y-=^^- 
K^^^7 3^rJf-rr ^{CctoT^V^^^ K4 2(D^ 

y -=i v^^ris^-r^ ^ t &x*z 5o 

30 [006 1] SufEI^P^ bfey X;ur^ 

(S20-S32) ^COTT*^^ hSl^— K (S3 
3) ^RSShSi, XDi/7AROM6^|BtS$tL-C 
V^Xn^^AC0ig^tr^oTCPU3^^ 

^^kbhw^-; X/u— # B 6 i ll^-f o 

40 [006 2] @13(1 ^S:COftV^^V^/X/U4 
2 ^rfflv^r^ b^^^ — vcORl^lHl^Sr 1 EJ-efc < 1g» 

»»*S:*UTV^5 0 Ell 3T*fi N ^IttSrx^ 
VCORl^ft^ «W«r/X^AW3fefe*iE»*i:Lfc 

[0 0 6 3] ftlC±iaUfc^#JCj;J9S3^bfcx^ h^^ 
so ^-^^^>, >fy^yX/U4 2 0B8g*9@B?r^ffi^ 
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i**c*i-) lfc*&#JJBLTi$*£Hfc^* h'<9- 

[0 0 6 4] 4f h/^-yty^ 

S:IfeP^S^7^T*fo5/7r V^7^ 2 5 _ht£-tr 
yhU 9>^2 8»cj:9 3t;S:«f|^R84tU «tt±»c 

0, 3 1, S^~l/yX3 25:^LTCCD3 3lC 
7JW"f-S. CCD3 3KA«Lfc3ttt*tti:ett«« 

^0**»*4*ttO*|iES*5»(D->3i---7 !f ^ >r&a 
£J6b. ft^ftXsejft^ttSM^o-CR/G/Bcom 
& >T V/^i? V ^/*f n —/-J J y 9 <D\%%\Z. 
r^«p<D<!¥lftfftt3 0 0 dpi O^^r-v^-^r 
fflV^cB#. lli^do tgll^8 0-8 5Mmt% 6 
0 0dpi 0^(14 0-4 5 mTMJtltV^o r 

^3ood P i ^^ir^-ifli^AFftA^m&tfrfran 

[0 0 6 5] r^A*»OR*»9x— ^tt&a 

vott**0SrH*tawe*E4:U ME 

i4ic^-r 0 Bum oehr* kmic 
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